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The Pastor’s Corner 
 
The Waiting Place...for people just waiting.  
Waiting for a train to go  
or a bus to come, or a plane to go  
or the mail to come,  
or the rain to go  
or the phone to ring, or the snow to snow  
or waiting around for a Yes or No....  
 
                                    Dr. Seuss, “Oh, the Places You'll Go!” 

 
 

It is almost Advent and so once again a time of waiting. 
So with what attitude of mind and heart should one 
approach the Advent season? The traditional answer is to 
approach with patience and anticipation, but try 
explaining that concept to a child influenced by all the 
television ads, advent calendars and Christmas markets.  
And it’s not just the child, the "noise" and busy-ness of 
this season make it very challenging for any of us to get in 
a good frame of mind for waiting for the joy of Jesus’ 
coming. 
 
So maybe Dr. Seuss’ childish wisdom has something to 
say to us.  Maybe we should find time this Advent to go to 
a waiting place each day, a place for people just like us, 
“for people just waiting.” 
 
 
Suggested Waiting Places: 
· Personal devotions, Trinity’s Website – each week 
Advent devotions for each day of the week will be posted. 
· Worship –  Beginning with the “Hanging of the 
Greens” on the first Sunday of Advent and continuing 
each Sunday with such things as special music and the 
children’s programme, something is planned for each 
Sunday to bless us as we wait. 
· Sanctuary Choir – singing at the Alte Nikolaikirche 
on Saturday, December 15 at 5:00 p.m. 
· Carols and Cookies – Christmas Carols, Christmas 
Cookies and Christian fellowship at Trinity on December 
16 at 5:00 p.m. 
· Christmas Eve Service – Candlelight Service at 
Trinity on December 24 at 6:00 p.m. 
· Outreach and Christian Concern – wait with others by 
finding ways to do more to help others 
· Cathedral – most likely there is a cathedral near you 
and most likely the doors will be open, at least during the 
day.  They are wonderful places to meditate while you 
wait. 
· Prayer – as Jesus waited in the Garden he prayed.  
And now a wonderful way to await his return is by adding 
to your prayer life.  You might add special prayers for 
peace or reconciliation. 
· The Bible – don’t forget your Bible, it’s a 
wonderfully exciting read as we wait. 
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· Time  – you are busy, yes, we all are.  But what about 
a few minutes each day to do nothing except wait for the 
Christ child. 
 
I wait for the LORD, my soul doth wait, 
 and in his word I put my hope.  Ps 130:5 
 
Pastor Sam 

Mary and Joseph journeyed to Bethlehem to register  
for the census, as decreed by Caesar Augustus.  

Table Talk is in need of a new editor and a new desktop 
publisher beginning with the next issue to be 
published in February 2008. If you would like to serve 
Trinity Lutheran Church in this way, please contact the 
church office and speak with Sabine Janowitz or Anita 
Waldner. 
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It’s something everyone can do. It’s connecting to those 
around you. It’s where people reach out  to each other 
and reach in  to life. 
 
Speak to Peter Brinkmann or anyone else involved with 
Outreach & Concern to find out what you can do for 
someone less fortunate than yourself. (You will find 
opportunities to get involved, hands-on and/or through 
contributions, in this issue.) Or speak with Ron Babb 
who directs the Foreign Prisoners Support Group to see 
if you can visit a prisoner or write letters to one (or 
more). Bring your neighbor to the Sunday School 
Christmas program or to “Carols and Cookies.”  Invite a 
co-worker to attend church with you on Christmas Eve. 
Reach out to someone and reach in to life. 
 
Anita Waldner 
Parish Worker 
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A while ago I received as a gift a book called The 
Mitford Bedside Companion by Jan Karon. This is a 
compilation of excerpts from Ms. Karon’s series of 
books about Mitford, a fictional town nestled in the Blue 
Ridge Mountains. The stories revolve around the 
Episcopal Priest, Father Tim, and the residents of this 
village. There is no violence, sex, or profanity in her 
stories, but they do deal with real life, with problems of 
broken relationships, people with health issues, town 
politics, etc. 
 
Ms. Karon gets asked all the time, “Is Mitford real?” Her 
answer impressed me: 
 
“Darn right it is. If it’ so real, you may ask: Where is it ? 
It’s everywhere. And here are ten sure fire ways to find 
it.”   
  
·   Bake a pie (or cookies or banana bread), and take

 it to someone.    
  
· Give somebody a hug. (Don’t be afraid to do this.)   
  
· Express appreciation to someone in your family.    

Express appreciation  to someone outside your       
family.   

  
· Remember to savor the seemingly minor, every-

day incidents of simple decency and good humor.   
  
· Pray for someone you don’t like.  Come on, you  

can do it.   
  
· Ask God to open your eyes to someone’s               

unspoken need.   
  
· Brag on your kids. To them.   
  
· Stroll somewhere.  Don’t hurry, take your time.   
       I give you permission.   
  
· Forgive someone. And here’s the hard part:  Let     

them know it.  Equally important: Ask someone to    
      forgive you.   
 
· Volunteer. Start simply, perhaps by visiting an 

assisted care unit. Pretend it’s Hope House in 
Mitford, where absolutely everyone there will be 
thrille to see you. Pat a hand, kiss a cheek, share a 
smile, give a compliment. Too shy to do this alone? 
Take a friend. The opportunities for volunteerism 
are as endless as God’s blessings in your life and 
mine. Find time to give back, and you will find 
Mitford as real as the beating of your heart. 

 
Ms. Karon’s recipe for finding “Mitford” struck me as a 
good “to do” list no matter where we may find 
ourselves. 
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A DAY OUT FOR MOM AND DAD!  
 
 
The Youth Group will be offering childcare on 
Saturday, December 1, from 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
  
There will be crafts, snacks, story time and holiday 
videos to keep the kids busy, while you get your 
Christmas shopping done or simply have a day off in 
the city! 
 
Donations are welcome. All proceeds will be given to 
the youth in Georgia in the Caucasus region. 
 
Please sign up for this event on the sheet hanging in 
the back of the church bulletin board. 
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Trinity's  OUTREACH AND CONCERN  

 
Spreading the Gospel in the Peoples Republic of China 
 
Reaching out to the Christian mission in the Peoples Republic of China, Trinity supports 
the printing of low cost Bibles in Nanjing. The Council approved the largest single 
contribution from the Outreach Fund: $ 10,000 to be channeled through the United Bible 
Societies, the UBS. 
 
Until a few decades ago, the Holy Bible was banned in the PRC. Especially during the “Cultural Revolution,” copies 
could only be smuggled in at high personal risk. Nevertheless, the Christian faith survived the persecution. Estimates on 
today’s number of Christians vary widely, between 20 million and 80 million. Agreement exists that there is a steep 
growth in the number of believers and seekers. Today, China has a certain freedom of religion, even though under state 
“supervision.” This freedom includes the importation and the unrestricted domestic production and distribution of the 
Bible.  
 
In 1987, Amity Press was established in Nanjing with the help of UBS. Since then, more than 46 million copies have 
been printed and distributed making the Holy Bible the “number one best selling book in China.” Bibles are printed not 
only in the main Chinese, but also in the languages of the minorities and in Braille script. 
 
One constraint needs to be overcome: The purchasing power of the average Chinese, especially in the countryside, 
remains very low. Therefore, standard Bible copies cannot be sold at cost to most of the population. A key factor for the 
success of the Bible program has been the low sales price of $ 1.90 (equivalent to 20 eggs or one live chicken).  
The required subsidies are refinanced from exporting a minor part of their production, as well as UBS support and 
private donations. Specifically subsidized is the supply of specialized thin printing paper for reducing the sales price of 
the Bible. Our donation helps to make this possible. At the same time, it helps secure the jobs for several hundred 
workers at the Christian Amity Press. 
 
Education Endowment  

 
Reaching out to children of very poor families. the Education Endowment Fund is a new 
Outreach program fed with $3,000. Its purpose is to enable pupils and students to attend 
quality learning institutions and thus getting a chance for their future life, like those 
described by friends of Pastor Sam and Cindy in Kenya:  
 
“We have a wonderful Kenyan family at NILC. They live in Mathare Valley in a one-room 
house.  The dad, Joseph, does casual labour and is also a tailor.  The mom, Mary, sews to 
support the family.  She also makes liquid soap to sell for income.   

 
Both the mom and dad are HIV positive.  They are very active at NILC and lead our HIV/AIDS social support group. 
They have six kids. Presently, two are at high school boarding school, and four are in primary. The third oldest will be 
moving to high school in 2008. All are excellent students. 
 
The kids have been supported in school for about six years now: For three years by congregations in the USA, one year 
by us alone, and 2 years by a pastoral care fund. The total given to them in 2007 was $1,900: School fees for six, 
boarding for two, and school uniforms for five.”    
 
We have “adopted” these children who are likely to lose their parents soon and are  providing $1,900 toward the 
cost of their school education. When the Fund is depleted it will be replenished from our Outreach Fund. 
 
Bahnhofsmission Frankfurt 
 
Reaching out to the indigent and lonely in our city, we are assisting the Bahnhofs-mission in their counselling and 
social care work (see previous issues of Table Talk).  
 
We have contributed to their Emergency Fund which is available for instant relief measures in situations of crises. Our 
contribution of € 2,000 from the Outreach Fund exceeds the meager regular budget allocation of Bahnhofsmission. It 

(Continued on page 6) 
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thus makes a difference. 
 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Georgia (ELCG) 
 
Reaching out to our brothers and sisters in Georgia where life and the 
political situation are extremely unstable.  
 
Bishop Launhardt described the predicament in his diocese during his second 
visit to Trinity on November 11. He stressed the importance of our prayers 
and financial support for their mission and charity works. He enthusiastically 
thanked the Youth Group for their collection of $ 750. This made possible the 
extension of the Youth Summer Camp for kids who never had the experience 
of  such an outdoor experience. 
 
Among the next major projects is the renovation of a small parish center in Baku, the capital of Azerbaijan. This would 
help strengthen the foothold the small congregation has gained in this Shiite-dominated country. Apart from individual 
donations, Trinity’s financial support to our sister congregation amounts to € 4,700 this year. 
 
Foreign Prisoners Fellowship 
 
Reaching out to the foreign prison inmates  in Germany, we have  supported the FPF  this year with $ 3,500. 
 
Numerous members followed the call in November to donate food, stationery and post stamps. These will be sent as 
Christmas parcels to those who are cut off from their homeland and families, some for many years. But considerably 
more could be done if there were more volunteers for this important work. Interested? Please contact Ron Babb. 
 
Christlicher AIDS Hilfsdienst (CAH) 
 
Reaching out to those in Frankfurt afflicted with the HIV virus  and AIDS, we have supported the Christian AIDS 
Service in the past years, and in 2007 with  € 1,000. 
 
The service of November 25 was devoted to the victims of the AIDS pandemic. Two CAH members gave a Temple 
Talk and presented their work after the Service.  
 
The team provides professional day care and counseling for some 15 people in various stages of infection and illness. 
They visit clients and give prevention advice at social hotspots like the Hauptbahnhof area and in one brothel, as well as 
in schools. Prayers are an essential part of their social work, and the team explained by one example how it seems to 
work with one particularly difficult client. 

 
CAH depends mainly on donations (87 %), the amount determining the scope of their 
activity. Trinity contributed EUR 2,000 in 2007. Individual donations to CAH can be 
made directly to them. Should you wish to contribute through Trinity, please place a 
marked envelope in the offering basket.  
 
Individual donations to CAH can be made directly to them. Should you wish to 
contribute through Trinity, please place a marked envelope in the offering basket.  
 

Reaching out Further --- 
 
--- from our Outreach budget and Outreach Fund we have contributed to: 
 
· the World Hunger Relief of ELCA and LCMS $ 1,500 each, thus tripling our contribtutions of the last years 
· the Christophel Mission for the Blind € 1,000 
· the Tuamoyo Street Children project in Tanzania $ 1,000 
 
Submitted by Peter Brinkmann, Deacon of Outreach & Concern 

(Continued from page 5) 



������������������������������������������������������������������������� ���������	�
�����

������������

���	�
�����

������������

���	�
�����

������������

���	�
�����

������������

� �

A Warm Welcome to Our New Members 
 

The following individuals recently became official members of  Trinity Lutheran Church. 
Please take some time to introduce yourself and welcome them to our congregation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
If you wish to become a member of  Trinity Lutheran  Church, please speak with Pastor Sam Wolff.  

Britta and Claus von Campenhausen, originally from 
Bingen - famous for its Mäuseturm -  and 
Meinerzhagen - famous for, well, rather not so 
famous - moved to Frankfurt from New York. In New 
York City, they were members of Immanuel 
Lutheran Church, an ELCA church at 88th / 
Lexington. Britta is a freelance art historian and 
organizes art tours in English. Claus works for a 
financial service company and travels a lot during 
the week. They have two sons, Caspar and 
Ferdinand, who are both New Yorkers by birth. 

John and Jennifer Lapina with Emma and Jack 
 
We relocated to Königstein, Germany, in February 
2007 from Harrisburg, Pennsylvania.  John is a Director 
of Finance for Tyco Electronics in Bensheim. We plan 
to be in Germany for 3 years. John enjoys golf, sports 
and is an avid Steelers fan, considering he originates 
from Pittsburgh. Jennifer grew up in the country and 
enjoys gardening and entertaining and plays the 
piano. Jennifer is a homemaker and enjoys caring for 
Emma (5 years old) and Jack (18 months old). Emma 
attends FIS in Oberursel.   

I would like to introduce my family to you. I am 
Angela Swartz Petersen, originally from 
Womelsdorf, Pennsylvania. I am married to 
Gregory Petersen, originally from West Long 
Branch, New Jersey.   
We have two children: Helena Elise Petersen, age 
5, and Roman Ansel Petersen, age 3. Helena was 
born in St. Louis, Missouri, and Roman was born in 
England.  And last but not least Logan, age 14. 
Logan is our Border Collie/Lancashire Healer mix. 
He has lived in Missouri, Pennsylvania, England 
and now Germany.  
We relocated to Stierstadt-Oberursel just two days 
before Christmas last year (2006). Both my 
husband and I work for Enterprise Rent-A-Car. Our 
travels with Enterprise have taken us from the East 
Coast of the USA to St. Louis, Missouri, where we 
lived for ten years. While in St. Louis, we were 
members of Trinity Lutheran Church in 
Chesterfield, Missouri. Prior to coming to Germany 
with Enterprise we lived in the West Byfleet, 
England, just outside London for four years.  
Our hobbies are visiting with family and friends and 
serving in our local kindergarten. Greg’s parents 
are German. They immigrated to the United States 
in the 60’s, so he still has all his extended family 
here in Germany. We spend a lot of time visiting 
with them.  
We love the outdoors, so you can always find us 
walking, hiking, camping and gardening as a 
family. We also like to cook, everything from 
dinners to cakes, as a family.  

Lindsey Anderson  Kelly Joiner 
 
Christopher Nordvall & Ann Marie Powers-Nordvall 
 
Barbara McCown  Anita To Thomsen 
 

Eric, Toni, Kendall, Michell and Jacob Baller 
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 JANUARY18-21, 2008 – INTERLAKEN, SWITZERLAND 

 
A long-standing fellowship opportunity at Trinity is the annual ski weekend. This is a trip open to all -- skiers and non-
skiers alike. It is a wonderful weekend to enjoy the beauty of nature and our physical God-given abilities. This is a 
great way to get to know each other better too. Past trips are full of stories of people of all ages skiing for the first 
time and being the last ones off the slopes Monday afternoon! We hope that you will consider coming and bringing 
your friends and family. Every year we have former Trinity members and friends join us from far off places, and this 
year will be no different!  
 
We will travel to beautiful Interlaken, Switzerland, and go skiing in Grindelwald-Wengen with slopes for beginners to 
advanced skiers. Non-skiers can shop in Interlaken, sled, hike, or use the free hotel sauna and whirlpool.                
 
Our bus from Frankfurt will leave at 3:30 p.m. on Friday, January 18, (departure point to be announced). The bus will 
return at around 11:00 p.m. on Monday, January 21. We will stay at the Hotel Chalet Swiss in Interlaken 
(www.chalet-swiss.ch.) The cost of the trip includes: 
 

�       deluxe bus transportation to and from Interlaken 
�       hotel costs for three nights 
�       breakfast for three mornings 
�       dinner on Saturday and Sunday evenings 
�       a box lunch for the trip home 
�       partial costs of an accompanying guide/ski instructor 
�       free use of hotel sauna and whirlpool   

  
 
Prices per person, based on double occupancy (and a minimum of 30 participants over age 2) are as follows:   
 
Adults : Age 16 and up……………………….€ 215  
 Single supplement…………………..€   45 
 
Children  in room with 2 adults (meaning first two persons in room pay full adult  
price, regardless of age): 
            Under 2 yrs.  in 3rd, 4th bed………….FREE! 
            Age 2-12 in 3rd, 4th bed…………… .. € 140  
            Age 13-15 in 3rd, 4th bed……………..€ 175  
 
Ski lessons are available from our own guide for beginner, intermediate or advanced skiers. They are given in two-
hour segments and the cost will be € 10  per person, per two-hour session.  Regardless of your ability, this is a fun, 
non-threatening way to learn how to ski. 
 
Ski passes and ski and snowboard rental fees are additional and are not included in the room rate.  A valid photo ID 
(passport or school ID) is required for all children up to age 19. 
 
Ski passes (3 days) for Grindelwald-Wengen (payable on site to ski instructor): 
 
Adult –  CHF 136 or ca. € 86 
Age 16-19  CHF 109 or ca. € 71 
Age 6-15  CHF   69 or ca. € 44 
 
A non-refundable € 50 deposit is required for each person to reserve his/her place.  Total payment is 
due before December 23, 2007.  Payment should be made by “Überweisung.” For bank account information, ski 
rental rates, and for any other questions, email Anita and Paul. For those who don't have access to euros, payment 
can be made by check in US dollars to Anita Waldner at the published conversion rate of the day of payment.  

 
Anita and Paul Waldner   
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The English Theater Club of Hanau  
presents its Christmas production: 

 

 
by Alan Ayckbourn  

 
on Friday, December 14, 2007 

and Saturday, December 15, 2007 
 

at 8:00 p.m. in the Comoedienhaus Wilhelmsbad, Hanau   

 
A family and friends come together to celebrate their traditional Christmas holidays. At the beginning of 
the play, the children are put to bed and there is a happy bustle before the grown-ups sit down for a big 
meal together. But expectations are high and the atmosphere is tense due to the stress of preparing for 
this yearly three-day event. And of course there is concern: Will the time spent cooking be chaotic and 
the meals too heavy? Will Uncle Harvey's presents be provocative and unsuitable this year also?  Will 
Uncle Bernhard's Puppet Show be too long and tedious, even for the children? Who will be willing to 

play the role of Father Christmas? In short: Will the expectations be met or rather the misgivings? Alan 
Ayckbourn's Christmas masterpiece combines drama with humor to remind us that the wish of 

celebrating Christmas in complete harmony very rarely, if ever, comes true!  
 
 

Tickets can be purchased at the "Buchladen am Freih eitsplatz" in Hanau  
Telephone 06181/28180, Fax 06181/257925 

www.freiheitsplatz.de      eMail: buchladen@freiheitsplatz.de   
 

Visit the English Theater Club's website for inform ation about this production and future 
shows: www.etc-ev.de  
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TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Nibelungenallee 54, 60318 Frankfurt am Main 
 

Samuel J. Wolff, Pastor 
Anita Waldner, Parish Worker 

Sabine Janowitz, Secretary 
Office:  069-95631066 
Fax:  069-95631067 

Web Site:http://www.trinity-lutheran.de 
   

Editorial Staff: 
Debbie Witzel….. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  E ditor 
Cindy Steinbach. . . . . . . . Desktop Publisher  

Table Talk is in need of a new editor and a new desktop publisher beginning with the next issue to be published in February 
2008. If you would like to serve Trinity Lutheran Church in this way, please contact the church office and speak with Sabine 
Janowitz or Anita Waldner 


