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Why Should I Care?  
Rev. Samuel J. Wolff 

which otherwise would have been lost. As for our 

Biblical connection, Muslims also are children of 

Abraham.  

 

The impact of recent history. Islam is not going to go 

away; in fact it is the fastest growing religion in the 

world. And as we have seen recently, the Islamic world 

has become a major player in the world today.  

 

The need to understand; many of the problems today 

come from misinformation, misunderstandings and 

stereotypes. It is important that we, as Christians try 

ÁÎÄ ÒÅÃÏÇÎÉÚÅ ÔÒÕÔÈ ×ÈÅÎ ÉÔ ÃÏÍÅÓ ÔÏ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÏÔÈÅÒ 

children.  

 

To witness; we are commanded by Christ to be 

witnesses for Him. Well, we cannot witness to those 

whom we do not understand and thus talk to.  

 

The class leaves plenty of room for discussion, 

questions, Muslim guests, as well as a deepening 

understanding of our own precious faith. 

 

You are welcome. 

Our Sunday morning adult Sunday School class has 

started. And once again this year we will be looking at 

Islam from a Christian perspective. Why should we as 

Christians care about another faith?  

 

7ÅÌÌ ÌÅÔȭÓ ÓÔÁÒÔ ×ÉÔÈ ÎÅÉÇÈÂÏÒÓȢ -ÁÎÙ ÔÉÍÅÓ ÉÎ ÏÕÒ 

Scripture, Jesus tells us to love our neighbor. When 

asked to define who the neighbor is, Jesus tells the 

wonderful story of the Good Samaritan, showing that 

neighbor can be one who is a different religion, an 

ÏÕÔÓÉÄÅÒȟ ÅÖÅÎ Á ȰÄÅÓÐÉÓÅÄ ÏÎÅȱȢ  -ÕÓÌÉÍÓ ÁÒÅ ÏÕÒ 

neighbors. And with over a billion Muslims in the world, 

it is small wonder that many actually live next door to 

us.  

 

We share a cultural and Biblical history. Without the 

early philosophers, scientists, architects and artists of 

Islam, the wonderful achievements of our present 

science and technology would not have been possible. 

During a long period of intellectual decline in Christian 

Europe, the so called Dark ages, Islamic society was in 

their Golden Age. During this time Islam embraced the 

arts and sciences, preserving and enriching them. Then 

when Europe began its reawakening with the 

Renaissance, Islam shared the knowledge and wisdom 
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! ÖÉÓÉÔ ÔÏ ÔÈÒÅÅ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔ ÓÔÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÉÎ -ÁÒÔÉÎ ,ÕÔÈÅÒȭÓ ÌÉÆÅ - Eisenach, Wittenberg and Erfurt 
brilliantly organized and guided by Pastor Sam Wolff and Parish Worker Anita Waldner 
from Trinity Lutheran Church. What a wonderful way to learn more about Martin Luther 
(1483ɀ1546), the German monk, theologian, university professor and church reformer 
whose ideas inspired the Protestant Reformation. 

)Î ,ÕÔÈÅÒȭÓ ÆÏÏÔÓÔÅÐÓ 
 Monica Mueller-Roemer 

Early on Thursday morning our coaches left from Trinity Lutheran and 54 (!) 

participants, some from Trinity Lutheran, many Army chaplains and their 

families from Landstuhl and Ramstein plus members of their congregations 

were on their way to Eisenach. Here Luther attended school and hid out as 

Ȱ*ÕÎËÅÒ *ĘÒÇȱ ÁÔ 7ÁÒÔÂÕÒÇ #ÁÓÔÌÅ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÈÅ ÔÒÁÎÓÌÁÔÅÄ ÔÈÅ .Å× 4ÅÓÔÁÍÅÎÔ 

into German. On our way we were given a test and promised, that after 

three days we would know all the answers. I have to admit, though growing 

ÕÐ ÉÎ 'ÅÒÍÁÎÙ ×ÈÅÒÅ ,ÕÔÈÅÒȭÓ ×ÏÒËÓ ÁÎÄ ÌÉÆÅ ×ÅÒÅ ÁÎ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔ ÓÕÂÊÅÃÔ ÁÔ 

school, I managed only some of the questions fairly well but failed on many 

ÏÔÈÅÒÓȢ ,ÕÃËÉÌÙȟ ÔÈÅ ÔÅÓÔ ÓÈÅÅÔÓ ×ÅÒÅÎȭÔ ÃÏÌÌÅÃÔÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÇÒÁÄÅÄȟ ÏÔÈÅÒ×ÉÓÅ 

your CTK delegate would have flunked the exam. Would you say that all the 

chaplains had a home field advantage?  

 

In Eisenach we visited the Lutherhaus, one of the oldest and most pictur-

esque half-timbered buildings. Martin Luther is said to have lived here as a 

pupil during his school days from 1498-1501. In the Georgenkirche on the 

marketplace he sang in the choir. Some of us made it to the Bachhaus as 

well, but we all agreed that we did not have enough time for this beautiful 

old city.  

 

In the afternoon, we walked up to the famous Wartburg Castle overlooking 

the town of Eisenach. During his stay at Wartburg Castle, which he referred  

to as "my Patmos", Luther translated the New Testament from Greek into 

German in only 11 weeks. Filled with all these impressions we continued on our way to Wittenberg. We arrived in 

rainy weather at our hotels and enjoyed each others company at a delicious dinner at the Best Western in Witten-

berg.  

 

Friday we spent the day in Wittenberg. Our large group was split into two and each was led by Wittenberg tour 

guides.  The city tour started with the Lutherhaus Museum. The museum is located in the Augustinian monastery in 

which Luther lived, first as a monk and later as owner with his wife and family. We passed the Melanchthon house 

and went on to the University of Wittenberg. From 1508 Luther taught at the University of Wittenberg, founded in 

1502 by Frederick the Wise. Under the influence of Philipp Melanchthon, building on the works of Martin Luther, 

the university became a centre of the Protestant Reformation.  

 

Next was St. Mary's Church (Marienskirche) or Stadtkirche (city church). This church has sections dating from the 

13th century, making it the oldest structure in Wittenberg. Here was where Martin Luther preached regularly, 

×ÈÅÒÅ ÈÅ ×ÁÓ ÍÁÒÒÉÅÄ ÁÎÄ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÈÉÓ ÓÉØ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ×ÅÒÅ ÂÁÐÔÉÚÅÄȢ /Î ÔÈÅ ÍÁÒËÅÔ ÐÌÁÃÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÉÔȭÓ ÓÔÁÔÕÅÓ ÏÆ ,ÕÔÈÅÒ 

ÁÎÄ -ÅÌÁÎÃÈÔÈÏÎ ×Å ÓÁ× ÔÈÅ Ô×Ï ÈÏÕÓÅÓ ÏÆ ,ÕÃÁÓ #ÒÁÎÁÃÈȢ  !ÆÔÅÒ Á ÓÈÏÒÔ ÓÔÏÐ ÁÔ ,ÕÃÁÓ #ÒÁÎÁÃÈȭÓ ÏÌÄ ÐÒÉÎÔ ÓÈÏÐ 

we continued to the Schlosskirche (Castle Church) where on October 31, 1517, Martin Luther posted his 95 Theses 

against the corrupt sale of indulgences by the Catholic Church.  
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Afterwards there was free time for lunch and to revisit Wittenberg sites on 

our own before we left for Erfurt, the last station of our tour. It is quite a 

long drive to Erfurt and while many took naps or read, I learned to play 

Ȱ(ÁÎÇÍÁÎȱ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÇÉÒÌÓ 2ÁÃÈÅÌȟ .ÁÔÁÌÉÅȟ #ÁÓÓÁÎÄÒÁȟ %ÌÉÚÁÂÅÔÈ ÁÎÄ ÙÏÕÎÇ 

Samantha. For those who know the game, I obviously never read the right 

literature or watched the right TV-shows! Even Pastor Sam joined the game 

for a while.  

 

After a sumptuous dinner at the Radisson Hotel in Erfurt we had time to ex-

plore the old city.  We sat outside enjoying the mild evening. Erfurt was first 

mentioned in 742 . It was an important trading town during the Middle Ages 

at a ford across the Gera river, which is how the city got its name. 

 

On Saturday we started with a visit to the Augustinian Monastery. Luther 

had started his studies at Erfurt University. But one night, Luther was return-

ing to Erfurt from his parent's home when he was caught in a sudden light-

ning storm. Terrified, Luther promised to become a monk. True to his word, 

ÁÎÄ ÁÇÁÉÎÓÔ ÈÉÓ ÐÁÒÅÎÔÓȭ ×ÉÓÈÅÓȟ ,ÕÔÈÅÒ ÅÎÔÅÒÅÄ %ÒÆÕÒÔͻÓ !ÕÇÕÓÔÉÎÉÁÎ ÍÏÎÁÓȤ

tery.  

 

On our guided tour we passed remains of the medieval synagogue, recently 

discovered beneath newer buildings, which 

is going to be restored. Another remarkable site was the Krämerbrücke 

which spans the Gera River. The bridge is lined on both sides with old houses 

and small stores or restaurants, attracting many tourists. It was built in 1325 

with a church on either end, one of which still exists. Our the last stop was 

the Erfurt Cathedral (Mariendom) and Severinkirche, standing side by side 

and the only churches in Erfurt today that are still Catholic.  

 

Again we all agreed that we could have spent more time exploring all the 

sites of this surprisingly well preserved medieval city. But we had to head 

home again, full of the things we had seen and learned in pleasant company 

ÏÎ ÔÈÉÓ ÔÏÕÒ ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÉÎÇ ,ÕÔÈÅÒȭÓ ÆÏÏÔÓÔÅÐÓȢ  

 

Monica Mueller-Roemer is a member of Christ the King Church. 
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Outreach to Kalahari 
Bennett Jenisch  
 
"In April 2008 I travelled to an area called the Kalahari Desert, which is "In April 2008 I travelled to an area called 

the Kalahari Desert, which is located in South Africa. I went with about 30 students from FIS, along with some fac-

ulty and staff who were also from our school. The mission and goal for this trip was to help educate the students in 

the Moshaweng Valley, a poor area in South Africa. I personally had 

to teach Science and Math to 11th graders in the Laxey, which is a 

small town in the Moshaweng Valley. During the two weeks that I 

stayed there, I learned a lot of different things, which I hadn't 

known or thought about before. One important factor as a teacher, 

is to learn patience. I found out very quickly that I needed to be pa-

tient with the students, and sometimes even explain things 4 or 5 

times before they understood it. I also discovered how to make 

friends with new people who had a totally different view on life, due 

to their poor conditions. After travelling to a poorer region than the 

current one I am living in, I found myself appreciating all the things 

we take for granted in our everyday lives. One of the goals we had to achieve before leaving to go the Kalahari, 

was to raise 500 Euros, not for our own expenses but for the children in the Kalahari. Thanks to the Outreach & 

Concern Program at our Trinity Lutheran Church, I was able to achieve that goal of raising 500 Euros, due to a gra-

cious donation from the committee." 

Stewardship in 
practice 
Bob Colvin 
 

Stewardship is important for your church and its pro-

ÇÒÁÍÓȭ ÓÕÃÃÅÓÓȢ !ÌÔÈÏÕÇÈ 4ÒÉÎÉÔÙ ÄÏÅÓ ÎÏÔ ÄÉÒÅÃÔÌÙ 

benefit from the federal church tax (Kirchensteuer) 

distributed to official German Protestant and Roman 

Catholic churches, both working and retired Trinity 

members who pay this tax can have it assigned either 

fully or a portion (for example if one wishes to divide 

it between two churches) to Trinity by contacting the 

Kirchenverwaltung der Evangelischen Kirche Hessen-

Nassau (EKHN) in Darmstadt. The process is easy and 

EKHN officials are highly supportive of such requests 

since it is in their interest to promote a sister church 

like Trinity operating in Germany. Trinity church staff 

(069-956-31066; info@trinity-lutheran.de) can help 

with the formulation of this annual petition. 

For more information: 
http://www.umweltzone.frankfurt.de  

Website of the municipality of Frankfurt about all as-

pects of the Low Emission Zone.  

&ÏÒ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ %ÎÇÌÉÓÈȟ ÆÏÌÌÏ× ÔÈÅ ÌÉÎË Ȱ,Ï× ÅÍÉÓȤ

ÓÉÏÎ ÚÏÎÅ &ÒÁÎËÆÕÒÔ ÁÍ -ÁÉÎȱ ÌÉÓÔÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 

Ȱ&ÒÅÍÄÓÐÒÁÃÈÉÇÅÒ )ÎÔÅÒÎÅÔÁÕÆÔÒÉÔÔȱ ÓÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÒÉÇÈÔȤ

most column.  

Low Emission Zone in Frankfurt 
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Vehicle Owners Need to Act Before 1 October! 

Low Emission Zone in and around 
Frankfurt 
 
As of October 1st 2008, Frankfurt will be in a Low Emission Zone. The idea of this is to reduce particles emitted by 

all vehicles - those with Diesel as well as those with gas/petrol engines. The result 

(hopefully) will be cleaner air for all of us. As you can see on the map, the actual zone will be marked by the ring of 

highways A5, A3 and A661. 

 

The stickers are available at your local Zulassungsstelle where you had to register your vehicle when you first got it 

or at any MOT (TÜV) station. Also, some garages (Werkstatt) have the stickers and the plan is to also have them 

available at gas stations later this year. 

 

Here is what you need to bring with you: 

�������‘�—�”���…�ƒ�”���”�‡�‰�‹�•�–�”�ƒ�–�‹�‘�•�����	�ƒ�Š�”�œ�‡�—�‰�•�…�Š�‡�‹�•�� 

�����Y�����—�”�‘ 

�������‘�•�‡���’�Ž�ƒ�…�‡�•���•�ƒ�›���™�ƒ�•�–���›�‘�—���–�‘���„�”�‹�•�‰���›�‘�—�”���…�ƒ�”���•�‘���–�Š�ƒ�–���–�Š�‡�›���…�ƒ�•���ˆ�‹�–���–�Š�‡���•�–�‹�…�•�‡�”���ˆ�‘�”���›�‘�—�ä 

 

Where to get the emissions sticker 

Sabine got her sticker in less than 5 minutes at: 

TÜV Technische Überwachung Hessen GmbH 

Max-Holder Str. 1 

60437 Frankfurt 

Phone 069-9505-7642 

Opening Hours: Mon thru Sat 8:00 am - 6:00 pm 

This place is just off A661 right next to McDonalds and not far from IKEA. 

Take exit Nieder-Eschbach/Kalbach/Bonames 

Turn left at light after exit ramp 

Drive (with A661on your left) going in a southerly direction. After a short while you will see the 

McDonalds and then the TÜV on your right. (Your GPS or mapquest may not show the address as the industrial es-

tate is farely new.) 

 

 

Where to place the emissions sticker 

The emissions sticker is placed inside the windscreen of your vehicle. Vision 

is least impaired if the sticker is placed at the top or bottom-right of your 

windscreen. 

 

If you need any additional information, check out the following web-links (in 

English): 

http://www.tuev -sued.de/auto_fahrzeuge/feinstaub-plakette/

feinstaubplakette_ausland/england 

http://www.umweltbundesamt.de/uba-info-presse-e/2007/pdf/pe07-010.pdf 

red yellow green 

http://www.umweltzone.frankfurt.de (in German) 

Important dates 

October 1, 2008 

only vehicles fitted with a red, 

a yellow or a green sticker will 

be allowed within the bounda-

ries  

January 1, 2010 

only vehicles with either a yel-

low or a green sticker will be 

allowed 

January 1, 2012 

only vehicles with the green 

sticker will be admitted 


