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Page ���ƒ�•�–�‘�”�ï�• 
Once Upon A Time 
by Rev. Samuel J. Wolff 

those conflicts would not make very exciting reading, 

for they were dull and quickly ended.  

 

But overwhelmingly the story was a happy narrative, 

full of joy and laughter, hundreds of new friends, and a 

few glasses of wine.  But mostly it was happy because 

they all shared the Faith as they worked in the vineyard 

�–�‘�‰�‡�–�Š�‡�”�á�� �ƒ�Ž�™�ƒ�›�•�� �—�•�†�‡�”�� �–�Š�‡�� �ƒ�”�„�‘�”�� �‘�ˆ�� �
�‘�†�ï�•�� �ƒ�Ž�•�‹�‰�Š�–�›��

Grace. 

 

���–�ï�•���Š�ƒ�”�†���–�‘���‹�•�ƒ�‰�‹�•�‡���Š�‘�™���•�’�‡�…�‹�ƒ�Ž���–�Š�‹�•���…�Š�—�”�…�Š���„�‡�…�ƒ�•�‡���–�‘��

Pastor Sam and Cindy and thus as time passed it would 

have been easy for them to begin thinking of Trinity as 

�–�Š�‡�‹�”�� �…�Š�—�”�…�Š�ä�� �� ���—�–�� �‹�–�� �™�ƒ�•�•�ï�–�� �‘�ˆ�� �…�‘�—�”�•�‡�á�� �‹�–�� �™�ƒ�•�� ���Š�”�‹�•�–�ï�•��

church and they knew that, but it sure felt like the 

place where they belonged.   

 

Now as the traditional story goes, Trinity had always 

changed pastors every six years; Pastor Sam and Cindy 

were blessed to serve eight.  And then just as they had 

sensed in the past when God had tapped on their 

shoulders and the Spirit had whispered in their ears, 

the time came when they felt called to leave 

something behind.  So it is with the life of faith.  For as 

�‹�–�� �‹�•�� �™�”�‹�–�–�‡�•�� �‹�•�� ���…�…�Ž�‡�•�‹�ƒ�•�–�‡�•�� �î�ˆ�‘�”�� �‡�˜�‡�”�›�–�Š�‹�•�‰�� �–�Š�‡�”�‡�� �‹�•�� �ƒ��

�–�‹�•�‡�á���ƒ�•�†���ƒ���•�‡�ƒ�•�‘�•�á���ˆ�‘�”���‡�˜�‡�”�›�–�Š�‹�•�‰���—�•�†�‡�”���–�Š�‡���•�—�•�ï�ä 

 

And so it came to pass that their time to leave came.  

You see, all stories, even the very best ones, have to 

�‹�•�…�Ž�—�†�‡�����������������ä�����	�‘�”���•�‘���•�–�‘�”�›���–�Š�‹�•���•�‹�†�‡���‘�ˆ���Š�‡�ƒ�˜�‡�•���å�ä�ä��

is forever. 

 

There is a thoughtful German expression, something 

about two tears, one falling from each eye, a tear of 

joy, a tear of sorrow. 
(Continued on page 5) 

���•�…�‡�� �—�’�‘�•�� �ƒ�� �–�‹�•�‡�ä�� �� ���Š�ƒ�–�ï�•�� �Š�‘�™�� �ƒ�� �‰�‘�‘�†�� �•�–�‘�”�›�� �•�Š�‘�—�Ž�†��

�„�‡�‰�‹�•�ä�����•�†���–�Š�‡�›���Ž�‹�˜�‡�†���Š�ƒ�’�’�‹�Ž�›���‡�˜�‡�”���ƒ�ˆ�–�‡�”�ä�������Š�ƒ�–�ï�•���Š�‘�™���ƒ��

good story should end. 

 

But if that were all, it would not be a good story, it 

would be shallow and not worth telling. For it is the 

pages in-between these two classic lines that makes 

the story breathe.  

 

Well, once upon a time Pastor Sam and Cindy were 

called to serve the Lord at Trinity Lutheran Church in 

Frankfurt, Germany.  Now sometimes the word 

�ò�…�ƒ�Ž�Ž�‡�†�ó�� �‹�•�� �—�•�‡�†�� �”�ƒ�–�Š�‡�”�� �Ž�‘�‘�•�‡�Ž�›�á�� �„�—�–�� �•�‘�–�� �‹�•�� �–�Š�‹�•�� �•�–�‘�”�›�ä����

You see, Sam had not really wanted to leave Africa and 

Cindy could have lived very happily in Minnesota.  Yet 

something they could not explain stirred within them 

�ƒ�•�†�� �…�ƒ�Ž�Ž�‡�†�� �–�Š�‡�•�� �–�‘�� �•�‹�•�‰�� �ƒ�� �•�‡�™�� �•�‘�•�‰�á�� �ƒ�•�†�� �–�Š�ƒ�–�ï�•�� �™�Š�‡�•��

they accepted the call and the story really began. 

 

�	�‘�”���‘�•�…�‡���–�Š�‡�›���™�‡�”�‡���ƒ�–�����”�‹�•�‹�–�›�á���–�Š�‡���’�‘�™�‡�”���‘�ˆ���
�‘�†�ï�•�����‘�Ž�›��

Spirit began to shake them.  Pastor Sam quickly 

discovered that he was not called to be THE minister 

but only the pastor, for he found, already in place, a 

very willing spirit moving among the people as they 

ministered to each other and the community.  Soon 

Pastor Sam and Cindy were surrounded by friends and 

friendships so compelling that they were forever. 

 

As the story continued, there were some sad times, as 

there are in any tale worth telling.  But our 

protagonists found that those tears were always 

shared and so no burden was ever too great. 

 

And I am sure there was conflict in the story, after all it 

�™�ƒ�•�� �•�‘�–�� �ƒ�� �ˆ�ƒ�‹�”�›�� �–�ƒ�Ž�‡�ä�� �� ���—�–�� �‹�–�ï�•�� �ˆ�—�•�•�›�á�� �ƒ�•�� ���� �™�”�‹�–�‡�� �–�Š�‹�•�á�� ����

�…�ƒ�•�ï�–�� �”�‡�•�‡�•�„�‡�”�� �ƒ�•�›�á�� �™�‡�Ž�Ž�á�� �•�ƒ�›�„�‡�� �‘�•�‡�� �‘�”�� �–�™�‘�ä�� �� ���—�–��
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Togetherness and learning more about each other are the tasks of the Christian Life dea-
conship at Trinity Lutheran Church. A number of activities during the autumn and winter 
months were organized to help promote Christian fellowship among members. In a move 
to expand our ecumenical relationships with Christ the King Episcopal Church and St. Leon-
�Š�ƒ�”�†�ï�•�����‘�•�ƒ�•�����ƒ�–�Š�‘�Ž�‹�…�����Š�—�”�…�Š, members of those two congregations were invited to par-
ticipate in the activities. 

Fellowship Of The Churches 
by Robert Colvin 

On November 22, a conducted hour-long tour of the 

sculpture collection, headed by art historian and 

church member, Dr. Britta von Campenhausen, took 

�’�Ž�ƒ�…�‡���‹�•���	�”�ƒ�•�•�ˆ�—�”�–�ï�•��Liebighaus Museum along the Main 

River banks. Although one could spend an entire week 

looking at the many articles in the collection, this tour 

concentrated on a number of key religious works, the 

artists who created them and their meaning in church 

life. 

 

Then on November 29, church members and friends 

enjoyed the annual Thanksgiving Dinner potluck. Pastor 

Sam Wolff led the assembled congregation in giving 

thanks and noted the wide variety of ethnic food spe-

cialties that graced the buffet table this year, from Pun-

jabi Masala Papad from India to roast turkey like the 

first pilgrims reportedly ate after landing on the shores 

of Massachusetts with their Native American 

neighbors. The coordination of this event was in the 

capable hands of Lorenz Vasanth, who is Christian Life 

co-Deacon. 

 

���Š�”�‹�•�–�‹�ƒ�•�� ���‹�ˆ�‡�� �ƒ�•�•�‹�•�–�‡�†�� ���ƒ�Ž�‡�� �ò���‡�‡�ó�� ���ƒ�•�•�‡�”�� �ƒ�•�†�� �–�Š�‡��

Evangelism Deaconship in organizing the annual Carols 

& Cookies event on the 3rd Sunday of Advent in the 

sanctuary. The festive afternoon of Advent and Christ-

mas music attracted not only regular church members 

but also people in the neighborhood to Trinity Lu-

theran Church who came to enjoy singing German and 

English language carols. 

 

The latest event, a personalized tour of 15th century 

Dutch artwork �ƒ�–�� �ƒ�� �•�’�‡�…�‹�ƒ�Ž�� �‡�š�Š�‹�„�‹�–�‹�‘�•�� �‹�•�� �	�”�ƒ�•�•�ˆ�—�”�–�ï�•��

GETTING READY: Trinity members and friends are all set 

�–�‘���–�‘�—�”���	�”�ƒ�•�•�ˆ�—�”�–�ï�•�����–�¡�†�‡�Ž�����—�•�‡�—�•���ƒ�•�†���–�Š�‡���•�’�‡�…�‹�ƒ�Ž���‡�š�Š�‹�æ

bition of 15th century Dutch masterpieces in late Febru-

ary. 

EVERYONE WAS INVITED: Even some of the youngest 

Trinity Lutheran members taking part in the guided tour 

of 15th century Dutch artwork found the exhibition to 

their liking. 

The Städel (Städelsches Kunstinstitut und Städtische Galerie) 
is an art museum in Frankfurt am Main, with one of the most important collections in Germany. The Städel owns 

2,700 paintings (of which 600 are displayed) and a graphical collection of 100,000 drawings and prints as well as 

600 sculptures. It has around 4,000 m² of display and a library of 100,000 books and 400 periodicals.  

�� > http://www.staedelmuseum.de/    �� > http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Staedel 
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THE GROUP: In late February 25 participants took  a per-

sonalized tour of 15th century Dutch masterpieces during 

�ƒ�����Š�”�‹�•�–�‹�ƒ�•�����‹�ˆ�‡���‘�—�–�‹�•�‰���ƒ�–���	�”�ƒ�•�•�ˆ�—�”�–�ï�•�����–�¡�†�‡�Ž�����—�•�‡�—�•�ä 

Städel Museum, was set for Saturday, February 21. 

Again, Dr. Britta von Campenhausen guided members 

of the congregation as well as visitors from Christ the 

���‹�•�‰���ƒ�•�†�� ���–�ä�� ���‡�‘�•�Š�ƒ�”�†�ï�•�� �ƒ�”�‘�—�•�†�� �–�Š�‡���Š�ƒ�Ž�Ž�•�� �–�‘���•�‡�‡�� �™�‘�”�•�•��

produced by the master of Flémalle and Rogier van der 

Weyden. Britta donated her time and effort in organiz-

ing this second hour-long tour providing participants 

with interesting anecdotes of the highlights of this ex-

hibition. 

���”�‹�•�‹�–�›�ï�•�� ���ƒ�Ž�Ž�� ���‘�•�•�‹�–�–�‡�‡�� �–�Š�ƒ�•�•�•�� �›�‘�—�� �ˆ�‘�”��
your feedback! 

Call Committee 
Update 
by Jenna Myrczik 
Church Council President 
 

Calling a new pastor to replace Pastor Wolff later this 

year is no easy task. The Call Committee has found the 

input received thus far from the congregation very 

helpful and much appreciated. In cooperation with 

your elected Church Council and more importantly, 

�™�‹�–�Š�� �†�‡�‡�’�� �…�‘�•�ˆ�‹�†�‡�•�…�‡�� �‹�•�� �
�‘�†�ï�•�� �‰�”�‡�ƒ�–�‡�”�� �’�Ž�ƒ�•�á�� �–�Š�‡�� ���ƒ�Ž�Ž��

Committee is committed to find the best possible 

match for this dynamic, international congregation.  

 

We will continue to keep the congregation informed 

throughout this process. Any additional input/feedback 

is certainly welcomed. Should you have any questions 

or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me or 

�ƒ�•�›���•�‡�•�„�‡�”���‘�ˆ�����”�‹�•�‹�–�›�ï�•�����ƒ�Ž�Ž�����‘�•�•�‹�–�–�‡�‡�ã 

 

Peter Marsh (Committee Chair) 

Donette Reis 

Jens Jatho 

���ƒ�Ž�‡���÷���‡�‡�ò�����ƒ�•�•�‡�” 

Greg Petersen 

THE MUSEUM: �ò���–�ƒ�‡�†�‡�Ž�ó���„�›���•�‹�‰�Š�–�ä 

And so it is two tears that Cindy and Sam now shed, 

one of sorrow for leaving this ministry, the place and 

the people they love; but one of great joy as they will 

continue to live the gladness, friendship and wonder 

that all of  you have brought into their lives.  And now 

they look forward to the unending promises of God, 

for it is through Him that we all shall live happily ever 

after.  

THE END. 

 

Post script: THE END did not come soon.  Pastor Sam 

and Cindy stayed for many more months.  Thus giving 

the council and congregation ample time to begin 

writing the next chapter of Faith, in the life of Trinity 

Lutheran Church in Frankfurt, Germany. 

Once Upon A Time 
(Continued from page 3) 



 

6  TABLE TALK SPRING 2009 

co
m

m
un

ity
 The new Church Council is starting to assume their duties. But before they get underway, 

some handovers need to happen. 

2009 Joint Church Council Retreat 
by Jenna Myrczik 

���•�� ���ƒ�–�—�”�†�ƒ�›�á�� �	�‡�„�”�—�ƒ�”�›�� �U�X�–�Š�á�� ���”�‹�•�‹�–�›�ï�•�� �V�T�T�\�� ���Š�—�”�…�Š�� ���‘�—�•�…�‹�Ž�� �ƒ�•�†�� �•�‡�™�Ž�›�� �‡�Ž�‡�…�–�‡�†�� �V�T�T�]�����Š�—�”�…�Š�� ���‘�—�•�…�‹�Ž�� �•�‡�–�� �ƒ�–�� �–�Š�‡��

���‡�Ž�‹�‰�‹�‘�•�•�� ���¡�†�ƒ�‰�‘�‰�‹�•�…�Š�‡�•�� ���–�—�†�‹�‡�•�� ���‡�•�–�”�—�•�� �‹�•�� ���”�‘�•�„�‡�”�‰�� �ˆ�‘�”�� �ƒ�� �Œ�‘�‹�•�–�� �…�‘�—�•�…�‹�Ž�� �”�‡�–�”�‡�ƒ�–�ä�� ���Š�‡�� �†�ƒ�›�� �‹�•�…�Ž�—�†�‡�†�� �–�Š�‡�� �ƒ�…�–�—�ƒ�Ž��

February Council meeting (a first for some, the last for others), providing information/a handover to new council 

members regarding their responsibilities, Bible studies let by Pastor Wolff, a discussion with Rev. Dr. Arden Haug 

from the ELCA regarding calling a new pastor, as well as some time for fellowship. It was a great day and 

refreshing start to the year!  

Introducing your 2009 Council Members: 

   

Officers 

President     Jenna Myrczik    

Vice President  Tony Monreal 

Secretary   Barbara McCown   

Treasurer   Alexander Raviol 

Financial Secretary Astrid Kastening 

 

Deacons 

Christian Life  Bob Colvin/Lorenz Vasanth  

Education  Paula Fears-Fischer 

Evangelism  Dale Wanner 

Outreach & Concern Claudia Dorn/Peter Brinkmann 

Pastoral Support Angie Petersen 

Property Trustee Ken White/Greg Petersen 

Stewardship  Dia Martin 

Worship  Brenda Reckelberg 

Youth    -TBD- 

Alternates  ���—�•�‹�Ž�����ƒ�Ž�Ž�ƒ�’�ƒ�Ž�Ž�‹���ƒ�•�†�����”�•�����ò�•�‰�‡�• 

There are many ways for YOU to 

serve at Trinity, from hosting 

Coffee hour, to teaching Sunday 

School, ringing handbells or 

serving on any number of 

committees. For more 

information, please contact the 

church office. 
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our church 
���’�ƒ�…�‡�� �Š�ƒ�•�� �ƒ�Ž�™�ƒ�›�•�� �„�‡�‡�•�� �ƒ�� �’�”�‘�„�Ž�‡�•�� �ˆ�‘�”�� �—�•�� �ƒ�–�� ���”�‹�•�‹�–�›�ä�� ���–�ï�•�� �„�‡�‡�•�� �ƒ�� �Š�ƒ�’�’�›�� �’�”�‘�„�Ž�‡�•�� �„�‡�…�ƒ�—�•�‡�� �‹�–��
means we are an active congregation. Late last spring, the Eine Welt Laden, managed by 
Rainer Ott, Christus Immanuel Gemeinde, relocated thus giving us more space on the 
ground floor for Trinity to use. Our prayers for more space were answered. 

���Š�ƒ�–�ï�•�����•���������ƒ�•�‡�ë 
by Anita Waldner 

It was time to assign names to each of the rooms so 

we all knew what room we were talking about when 

scheduling activities. This would also help visitors and 

newcomers to Trinity find the proper classroom on a 

Sunday morning. 
 

On a visit to Africa, Pastor Sam purchased Tinga Tinga 

art, which are colorful hand painted door signs for each 

room. Besides being attractive, the signs show that we 

are an international congregation. 

 

On the ground floor (or in German, Erdgeschoss) we 

have the Doris Jacoby Room. Doris was a faithful, active 

member of Trinity from 1975 until her death in 1997. 

Because of her love and dedication to God and this 

congregation, the church council decided this was a 

fitting way to remember her. Former members of 

Trinity will remember this room as being the 

�•�‡�…�”�‡�–�ƒ�”�›�ï�•���‘�ˆ�ˆ�‹�…�‡���ˆ�”�‘�•�����Š�”�‹�•�–�—�•�����•�•�ƒ�•�—�‡�Ž�ä�����–���Š�ƒ�•���„�‡�‡�•��

painted and this is where Adult Bible Class meets on 

Sunday morning. This room is also used for Youth and 

Lighthouse activities. 

 

Next door is the Utatu Room�á���™�Š�‹�…�Š���•�‡�ƒ�•�•���ò���”�‹�•�‹�–�›�ó���‹�•��

Swahili. This is where the Eine Welt Laden had been for 

�•�ƒ�•�›���›�‡�ƒ�”�•�ä�����”�‹�‘�”���–�‘���–�Š�ƒ�–�á���‹�•���–�Š�‡���U�]�\�T�ï�•���ƒ�•�†���‡�ƒ�”�Ž�›���U�]�]�T�ï�•��

it had been used as Sunday School classrooms  and 

after worship services, as the coffee hour room. 

���‡�•�„�‡�”�����‘�•�����ƒ�Ž�–�‡�”�ï�•�����ƒ�‰�Ž�‡�����…�‘�—�–���’�”�‘�Œ�‡�…�–���™�ƒ�•���–�‘��

renovate this room, which he completed in August of 

last year. The heavy wooden sliding dividing doors, 

which thankfully had been stored properly in the 

basement for many years, were re-hung so we can 

make two classrooms out of that space. With the 

addition of some new Schraenke (cupboards), the 

Utatu Room is also ideal for Sanctuary Choir rehearsals 

on Thursday nights. 

 

���ƒ�•�›���’�‡�‘�’�Ž�‡���Š�ƒ�˜�‡���ƒ�•�•�‡�†���™�Š�ƒ�–���–�Š�‡���òZ-Room�ó���‹�•�ä��

Because German is a very descriptive language with 

long words this room came to be known simply as the 

�òZ-Room�ó�ä�����Š�‡���ˆ�—�Ž�Ž���•�ƒ�•�‡���‹�•���–�Š�‡���òZwischenzimmer�ó�á��

�™�Š�‹�…�Š���•�‡�ƒ�•�•���ò�–�Š�‡���”�‘�‘�•���„�‡�–�™�‡�‡�•���‘�”���–�Š�‡���”�‘�‘�•���–�Š�ƒ�–��

�…�‘�•�•�‡�…�–�•�ó�â���•�‘���–�Š�‡���•�ƒ�•�‡���òZ-Room�ó���•�ƒ�•�‡�•���’�‡�”�ˆ�‡�…�–��

sense! It connects the sanctuary with the 

Gemeindehaus. The Gemeindehaus (oops! another 

�
�‡�”�•�ƒ�•���™�‘�”�†�è�����•�‡�ƒ�•�•���òparish administrative and social 

building�ó���™�Š�‹�…�Š���‹�•���™�Š�‡�”�‡���™�‡���Š�ƒ�˜�‡���‘�—�”���…�Ž�ƒ�•�•�”�‘�‘�•�•���ƒ�•�†��

offices.  

 

On the next floor up (second floor for Americans, first 

floor for Germans) we have the T(ea) Room. This small 

�”�‘�‘�•���•�‡�š�–���–�‘�����ƒ�•�–�‘�”�ï�•���‘�ˆ�ˆ�‹�…�‡���’�”�‘�˜�‹�†�‡�•���ƒ���•�‹�•�•�á���ƒ���•�•�ƒ�Ž�Ž��

�”�‡�ˆ�”�‹�‰�‡�”�ƒ�–�‘�”�á���ƒ�•���òelektrischer Wasserkocher�ó�����‡�Ž�‡�…�–�”�‹�…��

kettle) and a microwave. This makes it easy for church 

staff to serve coffee to guests and enjoy tea and coffee 

�–�Š�‡�•�•�‡�Ž�˜�‡�•���†�—�”�‹�•�‰���–�Š�‡���™�‘�”�•�†�ƒ�›�â���–�Š�—�•�á���–�Š�‡���•�ƒ�•�‡���òT-

Room�ó�ä�����Š�‹�•���”�‘�‘�•���ƒ�Ž�•�‘���†�‘�—�„�Ž�‡�•���ƒ�•���ƒ���…�Ž�ƒ�•�•�”�‘�‘�•���‘�•��

Sunday mornings and during Lighthouse on Friday 

afternoons. 

 

Across from ���ƒ�•�–�‘�”�ï�•�����ˆ�ˆ�‹�…�‡ is the Conference Room, 

which was renovated in 2004. This was the office of 

Pfarrer Knolle, the former pastor of Christus Immanuel 

Gemeinde. Next door is the Nursery Room, dedicated 

to the memory of Hannah and Emma Blazic, twin 

daughters of Erik and Danielle Blazic, who died shortly 

after birth. To the left of this room is the Church Office 

and across from the Nursery is the Copy Room. 

 

���ˆ���›�‘�—���Š�ƒ�˜�‡�•�ï�–���•�‡�‡�•���ƒ�Ž�Ž���‘�ˆ���–�Š�‡�•�‡���”�‘�‘�•�•�á���–�ƒ�•�‡���ƒ���™�ƒ�Ž�•��

around the facility some Sunday morning. There is a 

floor plan posted on the bulletin board in the narthex 

and the foyer of the Gemeindehaus. 
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A portrait of American sacred music. 

How Can I Keep From Singing? 
by Jerrode Marsh 

Another big musical project is underway at Trinity 

Lutheran Church! This time, all the choirs at Trinity are 

joining together to record a CD and present a concert 

of American sacred music.  The CD and concert 

program will provide a portrait of the sacred music 

that has been a part of American worship for over 200 

years. Spirituals, early American hymns, southern 

gospel, sacred civil rights songs and campground 

revival music will all be a part of this program.  

 

The concert will be presented on Sunday, May 24, at 

17.00 (5:00pm) here at Trinity Lutheran Church.  This 

date was especially selected so that the Sanctuary 

Choir, Open Door Choir, Lamplight Kids and Little 

Lamps could present a joint concert in appreciation for 

���ƒ�•���ƒ�•�†�����‹�•�†�›�ï�•���•�—�’�’�‘�”�–���‘�ˆ�����”�‹�•�‹�–�›�ï�•���•�—�•�‹�…���‘�˜�‡�”���–�Š�‡���Ž�ƒ�•�–��

eight years.  

 

Some of the featured highlights of the concert include: 

Trinity member and special guest soloist, tenor Peter 

Marsh from the Frankfurt Opera; and published poet, 

former history teacher and 1963 March on Washington 

participant, Marie Davenport-Schneider.  In addition, 

Director Jerrode Marsh has specially composed an 

�ƒ�”�”�ƒ�•�‰�‡�•�‡�•�–�� �‘�ˆ�� �‘�•�‡�� �‘�ˆ�� ���ƒ�•�–�‘�”�� ���ƒ�•�ï�•�� �ˆ�ƒ�˜�‘�”�‹�–�‡�� �Š�›�•�•�•��

Precious Lord, Take My Hand. Other favorites include 

such pieces as Gonna Be a Great Day, Every Time I Feel 

the Spirit, Amazing Grace, Steal Away, and Ezekiel Saw 

the Wheel. Also included in the concert will be the 

famous Peter Wilhousky arrangement of Battle Hymn 

of the Republic and the Roland Carter arrangement of 

Lift Every Voice and Sing. The concert will conclude with 

a powerful anthem called Let there be Peace on Earth, 

presented jointly by all the choirs and soloists 

participating in the concert.  

 

In preparation for this event, all three choirs will be 

attending separate weekend-long choir retreats in 

April. The retreats provide a time away for intense 

rehearsal of difficult music but also foster fellowship 

and unity through the music, devotions, sharing and 

other activities. A special treat for the choirs will be 

guest opera singers, who are coming to work with the 

members on vocal technique and production. The 

common bonds of making music for the glory of God is 

very special and the choirs are very excited about this 

next event.  If you are interested in singing with us for 

�™�‘�”�•�Š�‹�’�� �‘�”�� �ˆ�‘�”�� �–�Š�‡�� �…�‘�•�…�‡�”�–�•�á�� �‹�–�ï�•�� �•�‘�–�� �–�‘�‘�� �Ž�ƒ�–�‡�� �–�‘�� �Œ�‘�‹�•�è��

Rehearsals are posted at the bottom of this article.  

 

Mark your calendars now and please invite your 

friends, colleagues, neighbors and relatives to this 

wonderful musical experience. The choirs need your 

support and we look forward to seeing you there!  

 

At the concert, you will also be able to pre-order one or 

�•�‘�”�‡�� �����•�� �‘�ˆ�� �–�Š�‹�•�� �•�—�•�‹�…�ä�� �����•�� �‘�ˆ�� ���”�‹�•�‹�–�›�ï�•�� �…�Š�‘�‹�”�•�� �•�ƒ�•�‡��

wonderful gifts and are a truly special memory of your 

time at Trinity, even if you are only here for a short 

time. Our goal is to have the CDs available by the end 

of June.  

 

If you have any questions about the upcoming concert, 

or would like to support the concert with your time, 

talent or treasure, please speak with Director, Jerrode 

Marsh . 

Choir Rehearsals: 
 

Sanctuary Choir (adults):  

Thursdays from 7:30-9:30pm in the Utatu Room 

Open Door Choir (grades 7-13):  

Sundays from 9:30-10:15am in the Z-Room 

Lamplight Kids (grades 3-6):  

Fridays from 4:00-5:30pm in the Z-Room 

Little Lamps (K-2nd grade):  

Fridays from 4:00 to 5:30pm in the Utatu Room 



 

SPRING 2009 TABLE TALK 9     
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Bible Resources 
At Trinity 
by Anita Waldner 
 

David Pawson, author and speaker of Unlocking the 

Bible, describes his DVD series covering each of the 66 

books of the Bible with the view toward answering the 

question: Why was this book written? 

 

�÷���•���‡�ƒ�…�Š���…�ƒ�•�‡���–�Š�‡�”�‡���‹�•���ƒ���Š�—�•�ƒ�•���ƒ�•�•�™�‡�”����the immediate 

situation) and a divine answer (the ultimate purpose). 

Both prove to be the keys to unlock each book for the 

interested reader. 

 

The Bible contains great variety, having over forty 

human authors, representing writings over a period of 

fourteen hundred years. It also exhibits remarkable 

unity with one divine editor blending all its parts into 

�‘�•�‡���™�Š�‘�Ž�‡�ä�ó 

 

There are 43 DVDs in the collection. They are meant to 

be viewed in conjunction with your reading of the 

individual books of the Bible. David Pawson is an 

interesting speaker who poses interesting, serious 

questions, but can be humorous as well. If you have 

�‘�ˆ�–�‡�•���–�Š�‘�—�‰�Š�–���ò�����•�Š�‘�—�Ž�†���”�‡�ƒ�†���•�›�����‹�„�Ž�‡���•�‘�”�‡�ó�á���–�Š�‡�•���–�Š�‹�•��

will be a great help and inspiration. 

 

The DVDs are located in the church office, upstairs. 

Just fill out the red sign-out sheet, and then remember 

to re-enter after returning the DVDs. Thank you. 

Health Benefits 
of Faith 
�„�›�����ƒ�Ž�‡���÷���‡�‡�ó�����ƒ�”�•�‡�”�á�����‡�ƒ�…�‘�•���‘�ˆ�����˜�ƒ�•�‰�‡�Ž�‹�•�• 
 

���–�ï�•�� �˜�‡�”�›�� �–�”�‡�•�†�›�� �–�Š�‡�•�‡�� �†�ƒ�›�•�� �–�‘�� �„�‡�� �•�ƒ�•�‹�•�‰�� �ò�Š�‡�ƒ�Ž�–�Š�›��

�…�Š�‘�‹�…�‡�•�ó�� �ä�� ���Š�‡�� �•�‘�•�–�� �…�‘�•�•�‘�•�� ���‡�™�� ���‡�ƒ�”�•�ï�� ���‡�•�‘�Ž�—�–�‹�‘�•�•��

�ƒ�”�‡�� �ò�Ž�‘�•�‡�� �™�‡�‹�‰�Š�–�ó�� �ƒ�•�†�� �ò�‰�‡�–�� �Š�‡�ƒ�Ž�–�Š�›�ó�ä�� ���‹�†�� �›�‘�—�� �•�•�‘�™��

that faith has Health Benefits? What an unexpected 

basis for evangelism! Not only does faith in Jesus and 

his never-ending love and goodwill towards us offer us 

hope, forgiveness, and eternal life, it offers health 

�„�‡�•�‡�ˆ�‹�–�•�� �”�‹�‰�Š�–�� �•�‘�™�è�� ���‘�™�� ���������ï���� �ƒ�•�� �‡�š�…�‹�–�‹�•�‰�� �ˆ�ƒ�…�–�� �–�‘��

share with other people! 

 

A study published in the journal of the American Board 

of Family Medicine in 2006 showed that religious 

attendance generally adds two to three years to life 

expectancy. People who make friends, keep busy, and 

are actively involved  in the community tend to live 

longer.  These are all things offered within our church 

community. Scientific studies have evaluated the 

therapeutic effects of prayer. Research has shown that 

people who pray regularly are less likely to become ill 

and that when they do, they generally recover faster. 

Scientific research has also shown that prayer benefits 

those who are prayed for by others. People with faith 

suffer less depression and are more positive in dire 

circumstances that people without faith.  

 

���‘�—�ï�”�‡�� �’�”�‘�„�ƒ�„�Ž�›�� �–�Š�‹�•�•�‹�•�‰�� �ò���‡�Ž�Ž�� ���� �…�‘�—�Ž�†�ƒ�� �–�‘�Ž�†�� �›�‘�—�� �–�Š�ƒ�–��

stuff-- ���� �†�‘�•�ï�–�� �•�‡�‡�†�� �ƒ�� �•�…�‹�‡�•�–�‹�•�–�� �–�‘�� �˜�ƒ�Ž�‹�†�ƒ�–�‡�� �™�Š�ƒ�–�� ���� �•�•�‘�™��

�–�‘�� �„�‡�� �–�”�—�‡�è�ó�� �� ���‡�� ���‡�Ž�‹�‡�˜�‡�”�•�� �ƒ�”�‡�� �•�‘�–�� �•�—�”�’�”�‹�•�‡�†�� �„�›�� �–�Š�‡�•�‡��

�‹�•�†�‡�’�‡�•�†�‡�•�–�� �”�‡�•�‡�ƒ�”�…�Š�� �”�‡�•�—�Ž�–�•�á�� �„�—�–�� �‹�–�ï�•�� �•�‘�Ž�‹�†�á�� �•�…�‹�‡�•�–�‹�ˆ�‹�…��

news you can share with non-believers and skepticists, 

bringing them into the faith. I recently read that prayer 

can even lower blood pressure! See the article 

�ò���’�‹�”�‹�–�—�ƒ�Ž�‹�–�›�� ���ƒ�›�� ���‡�Ž�’�� ���Ž�‘�‘�†�� ���”�‡�•�•�—�”�‡�ó- Study shows 

People Who Engage in Religious Activities Have Lower 

Blood Pressure at www.webmd.com .  

 

Share the Faith! 
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From: D.J., USA 

To: Pastor Samuel Wolff, Germany 

Date: February 2009 

 
Dear Pastor Wolff, 
 

I wanted to take the opportunity to thank you and your 

congregation for your warm welcome to myself and 

four of my fellow flight attendants last Sunday. 

 

We were all blessed by attending your worship service 

and in awe of how God led us to you.  We had arrived 

in Frankfurt that morning after working our flight  from 

San Francisco and it being Sunday, we all missed the 

opportunity to worship with our families at home.  

Upon our registering at our hotel, we asked the 

concierge if there was an English speaking church 

nearby that we could attend and God led us to your 

congregation. 

 

I was particularly delighted as I personally was brought 

up in the Lutheran Church and continue to be an active 

member and felt right at home the minute we walked 

in the door. 

 

I am most anxious to share this adventure with my 

Pastor. I have always wanted to serve in the mission 

field and I have come to realize that my mission field is 

my work as a flight attendant serving thousands of 

people each year along with working with so many 

that don't know the Lord.  There are many, many times 

we have to fly Sundays and holidays and it is at times 

lonely being without our loved ones and our church 

family. 

 

I know I speak for myself and my four fellow flight 

attendants that we have found a new home when our 

working flights bring us to Frankfurt, Germany.  We 

look forward to worshipping with you again.  How 

appropriate we attended your service on the Sunday 

when your sermon was titled "Holy Hospitality".  

We each were moved to tears worshipping with you 

and the "Holy Hospitality" you and your congregation 

showered us with. 

 

God's endless blessings to you and your congregation! 

 

Kindest Regards, 

 

D. J. 

 

Gump In Heaven 
forwarded by Carola Dettmar 
 

Forrest Gump dies and goes to heaven where he was 

met by St. Peter who welcomes him and tells him 

about the entrance exam. 

 

Forrest responds, "It shor is good to be here , St. Peter, 

sir. But nobody ever tolt me about any entrance exam. 

Shor hope the test ain't too hard; life was a big enough 

test as it was." 

 

St. Peter goes on, "Yes, I know, Forrest, but the test is 

only three questions: 

 

First: What two days of the week begin with the letter 

T? Second: How many seconds are there in a year? 

Third: What is God's first name?" 

 

Forrest leaves to think the questions over. He returns 

the next day and sees St. Peter who waves him up and 

says, "Now that you have had a chance to think the 

questions over, tell me your answers." 

 

Forrest says, "Well, the first one -- which two days in 

the week begin with the letter "T"? Shucks, that one's 

easy. That'd be Today and Tomorrow." 

 

The Saint's eyes open wide and he exclaims, "Forrest, 

that's not what I was thinking, but you do have a point, 

and I guess I didn't specify, so I'll give you credit for 

that answer. How about the next one?" asks St. Peter. 

"How many seconds in a year?" 

 
(Continued on page 11) 
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Installing Love 
forwarded by Carola Dettmar 
 

Technical Support: Yes Sir, how can I help you?  

 

Customer: Well, after much consideration, I've decided 

to install Love. Can you guide me through the process?  

 

T: Yes, I can help you. Are you ready to proceed?  

 

C: Well, I'm not very technical, but I think I'm ready. 

What do I do first?  

 

T: The first step is to open your heart. Have you located 

your heart, Sir?  

 

C: Yes, but there are several other programs running 

now. Is it okay to install Love while they are running?  

 

T: What programs are running, Sir?  

 

C: Let's see, I have past-hurt, low self-esteem, grudge, 

and  resentment running right now.  

 

T: No problem, Love will gradually erase past-hurt from 

your current operating system. It may remain in your 

permanent memory, but it will no longer disrupt other 

programs. Love will eventually override low self-

esteem with a module of it's own - called high self-

esteem. However, you have to completely turn off 

grudge and resentment. Those programs prevent Love 

from being properly installed. Can you turn those off, 

Sir?  

 

C: I don't know how to turn them off. Can you tell me 

how?  

 

T: With pleasure. Go to your start menu and invoke for-

giveness. Do this as many times as necessary until 

grudge and  resentment have  completely erased.  

 

C: Okay, done, Love has started installing itself. Is that 

normal?  

 

T: Yes, but remember that you have only the base pro-

gram. You need to begin connecting to other hearts in 

order to get the upgrades. 

 

C: Oops! I have an error message already. It says, "error

-program  not run on external components."  What 

should I do?  

 

T: Don't worry, Sir. It means the Love program is set-up 

to run on internal hearts but has not yet been run on 

your heart. In non-technical terms, it means you have  
(Continued on page 12) 

"Now that one's harder," says Forrest, "but I thunk and 

thunk about that and I guess the only answer can be 

twelve." Confounded, St. Peter says, "Twelve? Twelve!? 

Forrest, how in Heaven's name could you come up 

with twelve seconds in a year?" 

 

Forrest says "Shucks, there's gotta be twelve: January 

2nd, February 2nd, March 2nd. . " 

 

Hold it, " interrupts St. Peter. "I see where you're going 

with this, and I see your point, though that wasn't 

quite what I had in mind.....but I'll have to give you 

credit for that one, too. Let's go on with the third and 

final question. Can you tell me God's first name"? 

 

"Sure" Forrest replied, "its Andy." 

(Continued from page 10)  

"Andy?!" exclaimed an exasperated and frustrated St. 

Peter. "Ok, I can understand how you came up with 

your answers to my first two questions, but just how in 

the world did you come up with the name Andy as the 

first name of God?" 

 

"Shucks, that was the easiest one of all," Forrest 

replied. "I learned it from the song, 

... "ANDY WALKS WITH ME, ANDY TALKS WITH ME, 

ANDY TELLS ME I AM HIS OWN. . ." 

 

St. Peter opened the Pearly Gates and said: "Run 

Forrest, run." 

 

Give me a sense of humor, Lord, 

Give me the grace to see a joke, 

To get some humor out of life, 

and pass it on to other folk. 
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Install Love 
to Love yourself before you can Love others. 

 

C: So what should I do?  

 

T: First you pull down self-acceptance; then click on the  

following files: Forgive-self; Realize your worth; Ac-

knowledge your  limitations.  

 

C: OK, done.  

 

T: Now copy them to the "My Heart" directory. The 

system will overwrite any conflicting files and begin 

patching faulty programming. Also, you need to delete 

verbal self-criticism from all directories and empty your 

recycle bin to make sure it is completely gone and 

never comes back.  

 

C: Got it. Hey!!! My Heart is filling up with new files. 

Smile is playing on my monitor and Peace and Content-

ment are copying themselves all over My Heart. Is this 

normal?  

 

T: Sometimes. For others it takes a while, but eventu-

ally  everything gets downloaded at the proper time. 

So Love is installed and running. One more thing be-

fore we hang-up. Love is Freeware. Be sure to give it 

and it's various modules to everyone you meet. They 

will in turn share it with others and return some cool 

modules back to you.  

 

C: I promise to do just that. By the way, what's your 

name?  

 

T: Just call me the Divine Cardiologist, also known as 

the Great Physician, or just "I AM." Most people feel all 

they need is an annual checkup to stay heart-healthy; 

but the manufacturer (ME) suggests a daily mainte-

nance schedule for maximum Love efficiency. KEEP IN 

TOUCH!  

(Continued from page 11) Amerikaner in Hessen 
An exhibition in the Schloss Philippsruhe. 
 
���–���™�ƒ�•�•�ï�–���Ž�‘�•�‰���ƒ�‰�‘���™�Š�‡�•�����•�‡�”�‹�…�ƒ�•�•���™�‡�”�‡���ƒ���…�‘�•�•�‘�•���•�‹�–�‡��

�‘�•�� ���‡�•�•�‡�•�ï�•�� �•�–�”�‡�‡�–�•�ä�� ���‹�–�Š�� �–�Š�‡�� �‡�š�…�‡�’�–�‹�‘�•�� �‘�ˆ�� ���‹�‡�•�„�ƒ�†�‡�•�á��

2008 saw the gates finally shut on most U.S. military fa-

cilities �� after sixty years. This also includes the Hanau 

Military Community, once one of the largest garrisons in 

the region. To mark the end of this era a unique exhibi-

tion will be on show from 21st November in the Historical 

Museum Hanau Schloss Philippsruhe. Focusing on the 

common past shared by Hessians and Americans from 

1945 till the present day, this important chapter of re-

gional contemporary history will be displayed for the 

first time. 

 

The close cooperation with public institutions, the U.S. 

Army, the Hanau Historical Society 1844 e.V., German-

American friendship associations and private collectors 

brought together a rich palette of over 1000 historical 

artifacts. These include photographs, documents, bro-

chures, posters, uniforms, furniture, items of everyday 

use and personal memorabilia. On public display for the 

�ˆ�‹�”�•�–���–�‹�•�‡���‹�•���–�Š�‡�����‹�•�–�‘�”�‹�…�ƒ�Ž�����—�•�‡�—�•�����ƒ�•�ƒ�—�ï�•���—�•�‹�“�—�‡���…�‘�Ž�Ž�‡�…�æ

tion of U.S. Army notice boards, prohibition and danger 

signs. Previously unreleased and fascinating historical 

film footage provides the exhibition with additional 

depth. The films will show you how the U.S. Army pre-

pared its soldiers for service in Germany and 

what a young U.S. Air Force soldier experienced during 

the summer of 1945 in Darmstadt. You will be able to 

�™�‹�–�•�‡�•�•���Š�‘�™���–�Š�‡���ò���•�‡�”�‹�…�ƒ�•�����ƒ�›���‘�ˆ�����‹�ˆ�‡�ó���…�ƒ�•�‡���–�‘�����ƒ�•�ƒ�—�á��

�”�‡�Ž�‹�˜�‡�� �
�‘�Š�•�� �	�ä�� ���‡�•�•�‡�†�›�ï�•�� �˜�‹�•�‹�–�� �–�‘�� �–�Š�‡�� ���Š�‹�•�‡-Main area in 

1963, witness the student protests in Frankfurt and re-

member the farewell-ceremonies of the recent years. 

Listen to how German and American contemporary wit-

nesses look back on six decades of U.S. forces stationed 

in Hessen. Throughout the past decades, thousands of 

German civilians were employed by the U.S. Army or 

were personally connected with the Americans through 

social involvement, acquaintances, friendships or 

through marriage. On the other hand, thousands of U.S. 

soldiers and their families spent formative years of their 

lives living in Hessen. Their voices endow the exhibition 

with a particular authenticity. 

For more information visit: 

www.amerikaner-in-hessen.de 
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Coming up 
Mar 04, Wed  Soup Supper & Lenten Meditation,  

  7:00 - 8:00 pm 

Mar 04, Wed  deadline for Christian Life event on  

  29 March 

Mar 06, Fri  World Day of Prayer jointly with Christ  

  the King and ICF at ICF, 07:00 pm 

Mar 11, Wed  Soup Supper & Lenten Meditation,  

  7:00 - 08:00 pm 

Mar 17, Tue  Church Council meeting, 07:30 pm 

Mar 18, Wed  Soup Supper & Lenten Meditation,  

  7:00 - 08:00 pm 

Mar 21, Sat  Sanctuary Choir extended rehearsal,  

  10:00 am - 02:30 pm 

Mar 25, Wed  Soup Supper & Lenten Meditation,  

  7:00 - 08:00 pm 

Mar 29, Sun  Christian Life to English Theatre,  

  meet 5:45 pm in theatre foyer 

Apr 01, Wed  Soup Supper & Lenten Meditation,  

  7:00 - 08:00 pm 

Apr 05, Sun  Palm Sunday, Holy Communion,  

  11:00 am 

Apr 09, Thu  Maundy Thursday, Holy Communion,  

  07:30 pm 

Apr 10, Fri  Good Friday Tenebrae, 06:00 pm 

Apr 12, Sun  Easter Sunday, Holy Communion,  

  11:00 am 

Apr 21, Tue  Church Council meeting, 07:30 pm 

May 05, Tue  Worship & Music Committee meeting,  

  07:30 pm 

May 19, Tue  Church Council meeting, 07:30 pm 

May 24, Sun  Joint Choir Concert, 05:00 pm 

July 2 - 4 Thu - Sat Luther Tour 2009,  

  please see separate announcement 

Trinity´s Mission  
Statement 

 

Our mission is given by Jesus Christ in the 
Gospel according to Matthew: 

 
Go and make disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and 
teaching them to obey everything I have 

commanded you. 
 

We seek to bring people to faith in Jesus 
Christ as the Son of God; the One who, 

through His death and resurrection, offers 
us eternal life with God.  

 
We are a family which strives to walk ever 
closer with the Lord, showing His love to 

each other and those around us. 

Church Council 
   

Officers 

President     Jenna Myrczik    

Vice President  Tony Monreal 

Secretary   Barbara McCown   

Treasurer   Alexander Raviol 

Financial Secretary Astrid Kastening 

 

Deacons 

Christian Life  Bob Colvin/Lorenz Vasanth  

Education  Paula Fears-Fischer 

Evangelism  Dale Wanner 

Outreach & Concern Claudia Dorn/Peter Brinkmann 

Pastoral Support Angie Petersen 

Property Trustee Ken White/Greg Petersen 

Stewardship  Dia Martin 

Worship  Brenda Reckelberg 

Youth    -TBD- 

Alternates  ���—�•�‹�Ž�����ƒ�Ž�Ž�ƒ�’�ƒ�Ž�Ž�‹���ƒ�•�†�����”�•�����ò�•�‰�‡�• 
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Our tour offers an overview of the life of Martin Luther and of the Reformation era. We visit Eisenach 

where Luther attended school and lived as an outlaw in Wartburg Castle. The Lutherstadt, Wittenberg, is 

where Luther lived and taught for 36 years. Here we visit the Palace Church where he posted the 95 The-

�•�‹�•�á�����–�ä�����ƒ�”�›�ï�•�����Š�—�”�…�Š���ƒ�•�†���–�Š�‡�����—�–�Š�‡�”�Š�ƒ�—�•�ä�����•�����”�ˆ�—�”�–�á���™�Š�‡�”�‡�����—�–�Š�‡�”���•�–�—�†�‹�‡�†���ƒ�•�†���–�ƒ�—�‰�Š�–�á���™�‡���•�‡�‡���–�Š�‡�����—�‰�—�•�æ

tinian Monastery. 

 

Our guides are Rev. Sam Wolff and Anita Waldner. Travel is via deluxe, air-conditioned motor coach and 

we overnight at luxury hotels in Wittenberg and Erfurt. Cost of the tour per person based on double oc-

cupancy �>�—�”�‘���V�Z�T���‘�”�������B�W�X�Y�â�����‹�•�‰�Ž�‡���•�—�’�’�Ž�‡�•�‡�•�–��- �>�—�”�‘���X�Y���‘�”���������B�Z�T�ä�����	�‘�”���…�Š�‹�Ž�†�”�‡�•�ï�•���”�ƒ�–�‡�•�á���’�Ž�‡�ƒ�•�‡���‡-mail or 

call.) All hotel costs, breakfast buffets, and evening dinners are covered in registration costs. All guide 

services and entry fees are also included. 

 

For more information: 

Phone: (069) 9563 1066  
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2  - 4 July 
2009 
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Martin Luther 

Departs Frankfurt 

08:45 Thursday 

 

Returns Frankfurt 

18:00 Saturday 

Limited space. 
 

Register early. 


