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Forum &ÌÏÈÒÓȭ 
Our Place in the World 
by Rev.  Robert J. Flohrs 

Are you where God wants you?  )ÔȭÓ Á ÇÏÏÄ ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ 

ask.  /ÆÔÅÎÔÉÍÅÓ ×Å ÁÓË ÏÕÒÓÅÌÖÅÓȡ Ȱ7ÈÅÒÅ ÁÍ ) ÇÏÉÎÇ 

ÁÎÄ ×ÈÙ ) ÁÍ ÈÅÒÅȩȱ  It is a temptation to look at our 

ÌÉÖÅÓ ÉÎ ÔÅÒÍÓ ÏÆ Ȱ×ÈÁÔ ÄÏ ) 7!.4ȩȱ   Rather that we 

ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÁÓËȡ Ȱ7ÈÁÔ ÄÏÅÓ 'ÏÄ ×ÁÎÔ ÆÏÒ ÍÅ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÄÏÉÎÇ 

×ÉÔÈ ÍÙ ÌÉÆÅȟ ÍÙ ÓËÉÌÌÓȟ ÍÙ ÒÅÓÏÕÒÃÅÓȩȱ  After all, every-

thing is His.   

 

Yours, O LORD, is the greatness and the power and the 

glory and the majesty and the splendor, for every-

thing in heaven and earth is yours. Yours, O LORD, is the 

kingdom; you are exalted as head over all. 

1 Chronicles 29:11  

 

At Trinity the world has shown up. We have people 

from so many cultures, races, and denominations as 

well as those with no denomination at all.  So all of us 

are His, no matter where we come from.  It truly is a 

blessing to have such a community as Trinity.  The peo-

ple, the ministries, and the activities are important to 

our members, friends and visitors.  The relationships 

that are started, nurtured and blossom are indeed a 

ÔÅÓÔÉÍÏÎÙ ÔÏ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÌÏÖÅ ÆÏÒ ÁÌÌ ÎÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÈÅÒÅ ÁÎÄ ÁÒÏÕÎÄ 

the world. 

We have a great challenge before us at Trinity in fol-

lowing what God wants this congregation to continue 

to do as we have for over 50 years.  !Ó 'ÏÄȭÓ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ 

we are being encouraged and welcomed no matter 

who we are.  "ÕÔ ×ÈÁÔ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÏÓÅ ×ÈÏ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÈÅ 

comfort of a Savior - whose death and resurrection 

gave us everything we need ɀ forgiveness, everlasting 

life and a certainty that someday those who believe in 

Him will be right where He wants us ɀ in heaven. 

 

The real assurance for all of us is this:  God has us 

where He wants us.  Even though we may question 

where we are and what we are doing, He will still help 

us to see His plan as we are led by faith.  

 

As an international congregation, we invite all people 

to worship, study, serve, and honor our Savior who is 

the one who was in the right place at the right time 

when He died on the cross.  As we approach Easter we 

celebrate the resurrection of our Lord who now guar-

antees each of us who believe in Him to be in heaven 

with Him.  The best place to be for an eternity. 

 

Pastor Flohrs 
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To commemorate the George Frederic Handel 

9ÅÁÒ ÉÎ ΤΡΡΫȟ ÔÈÅ 3ÁÎÃÔÕÁÒÙ #ÈÏÉÒ ÓÁÎÇ Ȱ'ÏÄ ÉÓ 

ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄ ÏÆ !ÌÌȱ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÏÒÁÔÏÒÉÏ Ȱ3ÁÍÓÏÎȱȟ 

Ȱ+ÎÏ× 4ÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄ ÉÓ 'ÏÄȱȟ ÁÓ ×ÅÌÌ ÁÓ *Ȣ 3Ȣ 

"ÁÃÈȭÓ Ȱ,ÏÒÄ *ÅÓÕÓ #ÈÒÉÓÔȟ 4ÈÏÕ 0ÒÉÎÃÅ ÏÆ 0ÅÁÃÅȱȟ 

accompanied by Wan-Ning Huang. 

 

4ÈÅ ÃÈÕÒÃÈȭÓ ÙÏÕÔÈ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ /ÐÅÎ $ÏÏÒ #ÈÏÉÒ ÁÌÏÎÇ 

with the Handbell Choir provided special music 

for the start of Advent on November 29. 

Members of the Sanctuary Choir spent a large 

part of Saturday, December 5, rehearsing for the 

worship service the following day - the second 

Sunday of Advent. For the rehearsal, choir 

members brought tasty treats which were laid 

out on festively decorated tables. One highlight 

of the day was a special thanks to accompanist 

Wan-Ning Huang who, despite her busy 

Improving breathing techniques to benefit singing output were 

ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÄÁÙȭÓ ÅÖÅÎÔÓȢ 

events 

Hard work, dedication, and time invested in practice all paid off for members of 
ÔÈÅ ÃÈÕÒÃÈȭÓ ÆÏÕÒ ÃÈÏÉÒÓɂLittle Lamps, Lamplight Kids, Open Door, and  
Sanctuary Choirɂas they sang in the annual autumn, Advent, and Christmas Eve  
services.  

Joyful Voices Raised 
To Honor The Lord 
by Robert Colvin 

Sectional work during the rehearsal concentrating on soprano 

and alto voices was led by Kristen Rüsges. 

schedule, found time to accompany the choir on 

the piano. The choir music for the December 6 

×ÏÒÓÈÉÐ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅÄ ÄÅÓÃÁÎÔÓ ÔÏ Ȱ#ÏÍÅȟ 

Thou Long-%ØÐÅÃÔÅÄ *ÅÓÕÓȱȟ ÔÈÅ ,ÁÍÐÌÉÇÈÔ +ÉÄÓ 

ÁÎÄ ,ÉÔÔÌÅ ,ÁÍÐÓ ÓÉÎÇÉÎÇ Ȱ#ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ ,ÕÌÌÁÂÙ 

#ÁÌÙÐÓÏȱȟ ÁÎÄ ,ÁÍÐÌÉÇÈÔ +ÉÄÓ ÁÎÄ /ÐÅÎ $ÏÏÒ 

#ÈÏÉÒÓ ÐÅÒÆÏÒÍÉÎÇ Ȱ! 3ÏÆÔ 7ÉÎÄ "ÌÅ×ȱȢ   

 

In the early evening of Thursday, December 10, 

the Sanctuary Choir, at the request of the 

"ÁÈÎÈÏÆÓÍÉÓÓÉÏÎ ɉ4ÒÁÖÅÌÌÅÒÓȭ !ÉÄ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÁÔÉÏÎɊȟ 

sang a variety of English-language Advent and 

Christmas carols in front of the manger scene at 

the Hauptbahnhof. Interested passersby gave 

ÄÏÎÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÔÏ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÁÒÉÔÙȭÓ ×ÏÒË ÏÆ 

providing assistance for travellers in need, as 

×ÅÌÌ ÁÓ ÔÏ ÓÏÍÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÃÉÔÙȭÓ ÈÏÍÅÌÅÓÓȢ 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Afterwards, the choir made its way over to the 

ÃÉÔÙȭÓ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÉÃ !ÌÔÅ .ÉËÏÌÁÉ ÃÈÕÒÃÈ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 

2ĘÍÅÒÂÅÒÇ ÔÏ ÒÅÈÅÁÒÓÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ !ÄÖÅÎÔ 6ÅÓÐÅÒ ÏÎ 

$ÅÃÅÍÂÅÒ ΣΤȢ  -ÁÎÙ ÖÉÓÉÔÏÒÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÃÉÔÙȭÓ ÁÎÎÕÁÌ 

Christmas market were drawn into the sanctuary 

by the singing. Long before the service began on 

Saturday the 12th, the church was overflowing 

with people, some standing in the aisles.   

 

This evening of carols sung by the congregation 

ÁÎÄ ÃÈÏÉÒ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅÄ ×ÈÁÔ ÉÓ ÒÅÐÏÒÔÅÄ ÁÓ #ÁÎÁÄÁȭÓ 

ÆÉÒÓÔ #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ ÃÁÒÏÌȟ Ȱ4×ÁÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ -ÏÏÎ ÏÆ 

(Continued from page 4) 

events 

7ÉÎÔÅÒÔÉÍÅȱ ÏÒÉÇÉÎÁÌÌÙ ×ÒÉÔÔÅÎ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ (ÕÒÏÎ 

language. The choir and soloists (Trinity 

members Peter Marsh and Michael McCown 

ÆÒÏÍ /ÐÅÒ &ÒÁÎËÆÕÒÔȟ ÁÎÄ +ÒÉÓÔÅÎ 2İÓÇÅÓɊ 

ÐÅÒÆÏÒÍÅÄ Ȱ!ÇÁÉÎÓÔ ÔÈÅ -ÏÒÎ ÉÓ #ÏÍÅ Á +ÉÎÇȱȟ 

Ȱ'ÌÏÒÙ ÔÏ 'ÏÄȱ ÆÒÏÍ (ÁÎÄÅÌȭÓ Ȱ-ÅÓÓÉÁÈȱȟ ÁÎÄ 

Ȱ'ÁÌÌÅÒÙ #ÁÒÏÌȱȢ  #ÈÏÉÒ ÄÅÓÃÁÎÔÓ ÅÎÈÁÎÃÅÄ Ȱ/ 

#ÏÍÅȟ !ÌÌ 9Å &ÁÉÔÈÆÕÌȱ ÁÎÄ Ȱ!ÎÇÅÌÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ 

2ÅÁÌÍÓ ÏÆ 'ÌÏÒÙȱȢ  Ȱ/ (ÏÌÙ .ÉÇÈÔȱ ×ÁÓ ÓÕÎÇ ÁÓ Á 

solo by Peter Marsh. Following the worship 

service, Pastor Jeff Myers of the Alte Nikolai  

(Continued on page 6) 

Wan-Ning Huang (right) garnered special thanks in the name of 

the choir from director Jerrode Marsh (left) for Wan-.ÉÎÇȭÓ ÁÓÓÉÓȤ

tance accompanying the choir during the autumn season. 

Choir director Dr. Jerrode Marsh picks up the tempo of some old 

favorite carols sung by the Sanctuary Choir in the train station to 

benefit the Bahnhofsmission. 

With a unique sound in the late Gothic Alte Nikolai church, the 

Sanctuary choir during dress rehearsal was able to adjust its 

output accordingly thanks to tips from director Marsh to benefit 

worshipers. 

Full of Christmas cheer and caroling voices were members of the 

Sanctuary Choir performing traditional English-language carols 

intended to benefit the Bahnhofsmission on Thursday,  

December 10. 
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Beautiful descants sung by Sanctuary Choir sopranos provided a 

distinctive Advent feeling to the service on December 12. 

events 

church presented choir director Marsh with a 

bouquet of flowers in honor of her birthday. 

 

The Trinity congregation was blessed with a 

variety of music on Christmas Eve as well. Peter 

Marsh, Michael McCown, and Brenda Rae, all 

soloists at Frankfurt Opera, along with sopranos 

+ÒÉÓÔÅÎ 2İÓÇÅÓ ÁÎÄ "ÁÒÂÁÒÁ -Ã#Ï×Îȟ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅÄ 

solos, duets, and trios.  

(Continued from page 5) 

Joyful Voices Raised...  

Choir and soloists during a Thursday dress rehearsal prior to the 

Advent Vesper on December 12 in the Alte Nikolai church. 

The Advent Vesper on December 12 in the Alte Nikolai saw a 

packed house of worship with standing room only. 

Each choir is looking for additional singers who 

delight in musical praise to the Lord. Interested? 

Speak to a choir member or choir director 

Jerrode Marsh. Little Lamps (age 5 - 2nd grade) 

and Lamplight Kids (grades 3 - 6), practice on 

Friday afternoons. Sunday mornings from 9:30-

ΣΡȡΣΧ ÁȢÍȢ ÉÓ ÒÅÓÅÒÖÅÄ ÆÏÒ 4ÒÉÎÉÔÙȭÓ ÙÏÕÔÈ  

(grades 7 - 13), in the Open Door Choir. The 

Sanctuary Choir meets every Thursday from  

7:30 - 9:30 p.m. in the Utatu Room at the church. 

 

Photos courtesy of Robert Flohrs and Wilfried 

Kastening. 

One of the high-

lights of the Alte 

Nikolai Advent 

Vesper in Decem-

ber was Peter 

-ÁÒÓÈ ÓÉÎÇÉÎÇ Ȱ/ 

(ÏÌÙ .ÉÇÈÔȱȢ 
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events 

Parishioners at Trinity Lutheran took advantage of several scheduled events dur-
ing the fall to enjoy Christian fellowship with each other both at church and in 
the city.  

Christian Life Events Highlight 
Fellowship During Autumn 
by Robert Colvin 

Ready for Frank-

ÆÕÒÔȭÓ ÍÏÓÔ ÈÉÓȤ

toric churches on a 

walking tour 

organized this 

autumn that 

began at the Alte 

Nikolai church in 

the background 

are (from right) 

Dee Wanner, 

Lorenz Vasanth, 

Greg and Jackie 

Hawley, parish 

worker Anita 

Waldner, tour 

guide Jo Ator, 

Renate and Ignus 

Potgieter, and Bob 

Colvin. 

Happy to celebrate Thanksgiving together on November 28, pa-

rishioners enjoyed a variety of tasty delights. 

On Saturday, October 24, a hardy group of eight 

Trinity Lutheran worshipers experienced historic 

Frankfurt from the viewpoint of its churches. Led 

ÂÙ Ȱ&ÒÁÎËÆÕÒÔ ÏÎ &ÏÏÔȱ ÔÏÕÒ ÇÕÉÄÅ *Ï !ÔÏÒȟ ÔÈÅ 

group visited the Alte Nikolai church in the 

Römerberg dating back to 1264. The church is 

ÁÌÓÏ ÔÈÅ ÁÎÎÕÁÌ ÖÅÎÕÅ ÆÏÒ 4ÒÉÎÉÔÙȭÓ !ÄÖÅÎÔȾ

Christmas Vesper on the third Saturday of Ad-

vent. Named after the early bishop Nikolaus von 

Myra in present-day Turkey and the patron saint 

of fishermen, the late Gothic church provides a 

unique sound that enhances the Trinity Sanctu-

ÁÒÙ #ÈÏÉÒȭÓ ÓÅÁÓÏÎÁÌ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÏÎȢ  

 

From there the group made their way to Frank-

ÆÕÒÔȭÓ ÏÌÄÅÓÔ ÓÕÒÖÉÖÉÎÇ ÃÈÕÒÃÈȟ 3ÔȢ ,ÅÏÎÈÁÒÄȭÓ 2ÏȤ

man Catholic Church (founded in 1219), where a 

fellow English-language congregation worships. 

The church is located near the Buchgasse, where 

Frankfurt's book fair took place during the late 

Middle Ages. The building's current Gothic de-

sign emerged in the 1400s and 1500s, including 

the north aisle, which leads left from the 

church's current entrance to a chapel that 

houses a baptismal font. Romanesque portals, 

one of which is walled up, form the right side of 

the aisle. 

 

After a short walk over the Eiserner Steg bridge, 

the next stop on the program was the  

Dreikönigskirche (Church of the Magi) on the 

Museumsufer along the Main River. The new 

Gothic structure in Frankfurt-Sachsenhausen was 

dedicated in 1881 on the site of a church with the 

same name dating from 1340. The architect was 

(Continued on page 8) 
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Oh, yum-yum! Just finishing dessert during the Thanksgiving Pot-

luck dinner are (from left) Jessica, Jillian, and Jennifer Jatho. 

events 

Taking a well-earned break from set-up and decorating for the 

Thanksgiving Potluck, are (from left) Cosi Rösch and Sabine Spitzl 

who enjoyed a sampling of goodies from the buffet table. 

Not only delicious treats beguiled the clergy and congregation 

members attending the Thanksgiving Potluck but also a lot of 

good cheer and fellowship as experienced by (from left) Pastor 

Robert Flohrs, Dee Wanner, and daughter Alice Wanner. 

Franz Josef von Denzinger who oversaw the re-

building of the Frankfurt Dom (cathedral) follow-

ing a fire in 1867. For many years this was the 

largest inner-city church with seating for 1100 

and had the highest church steeple (80 m) ex-

cept for the cathedral on the other side of the 

river. The building survived Allied bombing dur-

ing World War II with only slight damage. One of 

the present-day officiating pastors at the church, 

Phil Schmidt from San Francisco, served as the 

first vicar of Trinity Lutheran following its estab-

lishment. 

(Continued from page 7) 

The group then visited the Deutschordenskirche 

with its baroque portal on a Gothic sanctuary. It 

ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÃÉÔÙȭÓ ÏÎÌÙ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÉÃ ÃÈÕÒÃÈ ÔÈÁÔ ÄÏÅÓ ÎÏÔ 

belong to Frankfurt. This beautiful, small church, 

once part of a complex to feed the poor and 

nurse the sick and wounded, includes an altar 

painting of the ascension of Mary commissioned 

from the Venetian painter Giovanni Battista  

Piazzetta. The final part of the tour, which in-

cluded a quick visit to the Portikus contemporary 

art exhibition hall and a walk across the Alte 

Brücke, concluded in the Frankfurter Dom 

ɉ&ÒÁÎËÆÕÒÔȭÓ ÃÁÔÈÅÄÒÁÌɊ ÄÅÄÉÃÁÔÅÄ ÔÏ  

St. Bartholomew.  

On November 28, church members and friends 

enjoyed the annual Thanksgiving Potluck Dinner 

served in the sanctuary. Pastor Robert Flohrs led 

the assembled congregation in giving thanks be-

fore the hungry group partook of the buffet that 

included turkey, pork roast, a wide range of side 

dishes, salads, and vegetables. A separate  

dessert table attracted wide attention. Thanks to 

the hard work of Cosi Rösch, Sabine Spitzl, and 

Christian Life co-deacon Lorenz Vasanth who 

handled set-up and decorations, the event was 

highly successful. 

(Continued on page 9) 
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events 

Pastor and Rita Flohrs joined Jackie Hawley (foreground) and two 

visitors from the neighborhood in singing a jubilant rendition of 

Ȱ*ÏÙ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 7ÏÒÌÄȱ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ #ÁÒÏÌÓ Ǫ #ÏÏËÉÅÓ Ȣ 

4ÈÅ ÃÈÕÒÃÈȭÓ ÁÎÎÕÁÌ #ÁÒÏÌÓ Ǫ #ÏÏËÉÅÓ ÅÖÅÎÉÎÇ ÏÎ 

Sunday, December 13, featured sing-along carols 

in English and German. In the festively decorated 

sanctuary, church members, friends, and 

neighbors from the German community sang 

Advent and Christmas carols together. The 

event, co-coordinated by the Evangelism and 

Christian Life deaconships, featured a delicious 

buffet of tasty sweets, fruits, nuts, and drinks 

ÉÎÃÌÕÄÉÎÇ $ÁÌÅ Ȱ$ÅÅȱ 7ÁÎÎÅÒȭÓ ÈÏÔȟ ÓÐÉÃÅÄ ÁÐÐÌÅ 

cider. The pianist this year was Martina Riedel. 

Eight-year-old Hannah (right) and her mother Laura Werner 

provided an Advent duet on violin and piano during the Carols & 

Cookies sing-along evening. 

Property trustee Greg Petersen (background) was quick to organ-

ize helping hands (here from left, Katharina Kastening and Chris-

ÔÉÎÁ 3ÔÅÉÎÂÁÃÈɊ ÁÆÔÅÒ ÔÈÅ 0ÏÔÌÕÃË ÔÏ ÄÅÃÏÒÁÔÅ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÕÒÃÈȭÓ Ô×Ï 

Christmas trees at the front of the sanctuary.  

Thought-provoking Biblical passages and musical 

presentations from Laura Werner, Jan Steinbach, 

Sabine Janowitz, and Martin Stoewer were inter-

spersed between the carols. The highlight of the 

evening was 8-year-old Hannah Waldner playing 

Ȱ+ÌÉÎÇ 'ÌĘÃËÃÈÅÎȱ ÏÎ ÈÅÒ ÖÉÏÌÉÎȟ ÁÃÃÏÍÐÁÎÉÅÄ ÂÙ 

her mother, Laura Werner, on the piano. A 

hearty round of applause and request for an en-

core followed the performance. 

 

Photos courtesy of Wilfried Kastening 

Snagging a donut before Carols & Cookies began was Lorenz 

Vasanth who along with Cosi Rösch and Sabine Spitzl helped set 

up the evening event. 


